
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Q3 2016 NI Construction Bulletin users were advised of an 
historical inaccuracy in the New Work and Repair & Maintenance series. 
The purpose of this Notice is to explain the historical inaccuracy and to 
revise the series to more accurately reflect these sub-categories of 
construction output.  Please note that this historical inaccuracy does 
not affect the estimates of overall construction output previously 
published up to and including Q3 2016.  
 
Historically, the QCE questionnaire collected details of all construction 
projects with a value of £100,000 or more.  Up to and including Q3 2016, 
all of these projects were classed and reported as New Work.  This did not 
take into account that some of these projects should have been classed as 
Repair & Maintenance.  From Q1 2013, the data collection questionnaire 
and data processing systems were changed to make it possible to re-
classify projects with an individual value of £100,000 or more into New 
Work or Repair and Maintenance.  
 
Initially, it was the plan of NISRA to collect data under the new format for 
a sufficient number of quarters in order to facilitate the modelling of the 
New Work and R&M series prior to Q1 2013 and to release figures for the 
whole revised series at the same time.  Following recent preliminary 
analysis of the available data, we have determined that the shifting 
quarterly patterns in the splits between New Work and R&M Output levels 
make it difficult to reliably estimate these back series before Q1 2013.   
 
Consequently, we have decided to only revise these series from Q1 2013 
onwards.  As a result of the above, there is now a discontinuity in New 
Work and R&M series prior to Q1 2013.  Excel tables containing data 
before and after Q1 2013 for New Work and R&M will continue to be made 
available to users. 
  
The main consequence of the re-classification of the construction projects 
is that the overall value of New Work is lower than before and R&M is 
higher.  However, trends in growth rates remain broadly similar. 
 
The revised estimates of New Work and R&M Output from Q1 2013 are 
contained in Tables 1.2 and 1.3 of this Notice.  We have maintained the 
table numbering for comparison with the affected tables in the NI 
Construction Bulletin.   
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As can be seen in Figure 2, the trend in growth rates between the 
previously published and the revised figures for New Work is quite similar.   
 
The revisions to the R&M series show more fluctuation in growth rates 
than previously published figures (Figure 3).  However, some of this 
fluctuation is due to the revised R&M series being considered to be 
affected by seasonality more so than before resulting in new seasonal 
adjustors being applied to this series.   
 
Tables 1.8(a), 1.8(b), 1.9 and 1.10 of the NI Construction Bulletin will also 
be affected by the re-classification of the construction projects.  In the Q3 
2016 NI Construction Bulletin, users were advised that there would be 
some change to the formatting of these tables as a result of changes in 
the QCE questionnaire.  The revised tables with the new format can also 
be found below. 
 
Please note that the Q4 2016 NI Construction Bulletin due to be published 
on 13 April 2017 will contain these new updated tables. 
 

Further Information 
 
Issued by: Nicola Shiels 
Telephone: (028) 90 255064 
E-mail: Nicola.Shiels@finance-ni.gov.uk 
 
Central Survey Unit 
Northern Ireland Statistics & Research Agency  
Colby House  
Stranmillis Court  
Belfast BT9 5RR 
 
Construction Output website available at: 
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/statistics/economic-output-statistics/construction-
output-statistics  
 
Previously published bulletin and data tables available at: 
https://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/construction-output-statistics-q3-
2016 
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Table 1.2  Revised Chained volume measure of New Work¹ Output in 
Northern Ireland²:  (2013) prices, non-seasonally adjusted index 
numbers  
Year/Quarter Published  2016 Q3 Data Revised Data 

Chained 
Volume 
Measure 
(2013) Prices 

Quarter 
on 
Quarter 
Growths 

Chained 
Volume 
Measure 
(2013) Prices 

Quarter 
on 
Quarter 
Growths 

2013 Jan – Mar 105.2 1.9% 106.5 -12.9% 
 Apr – Jun 99.4 -5.5% 98.0 -8.0% 
 Jul – Sep 101.9 2.5% 100.9 3.0% 
 Oct – Dec 93.5 -8.3% 94.6 -6.3% 
2014 Jan – Mar 95.8 2.5% 95.6 1.1% 
 Apr – Jun 98.3 2.6% 99.7 4.3% 
 Jul – Sep 101.0 2.7% 103.6 3.9% 
 Oct – Dec 107.6 6.6% 110.1 6.3% 
2015 Jan – Mar 118.8 10.4% 122.5 11.2% 
 Apr – Jun 122.3 3.0% 127.0 3.7% 
 Jul – Sep 117.1 -4.3% 119.1 -6.2% 
 Oct – Dec 122.4 4.6% 128.5 7.9% 
2016 Jan – Mar 120.9 -1.2% 119.4 -7.1% 
 Apr – Jun 130.8 8.1% 131.2 9.9% 
 Jul – Sep 123.4 -5.6% 127.6 -2.8% 
 
 

   



 
Table 1.3 Chained volume measure of Repair and Maintenance¹ Output in 
Northern Ireland²:  (2013) prices, seasonally adjusted index numbers 
Year/Quarter Published  2016 Q3 Data Revised Data 

Chained Volume 
Measure (2013) 
Prices 
Seasonally 
Adjusted 

Quarter 
on 
Quarter 
Growths 

Chained Volume 
Measure (2013) 
Prices 
Seasonally 
Adjusted 

Quarter on 
Quarter 
Growths 

2013 Jan – Mar 105.6 -0.6% 98.8 14.4% 
 Apr – Jun 98.0 -7.2% 97.8 -1.0% 
 Jul – Sep 97.7 -0.3% 103.2 5.6% 
 Oct – Dec 98.7 1.0% 100.2 -2.9% 
2014 Jan – Mar 106.8 8.2% 98.6 -1.6% 
 Apr – Jun 101.0 -5.4% 98.6 0.0% 
 Jul – Sep 100.3 -0.7% 99.3 0.7% 
 Oct – Dec 101.7 1.4% 104.5 5.2% 
2015 Jan – Mar 106.7 5.0% 99.1 -5.1% 
 Apr – Jun 101.3 -5.1% 100.6 1.5% 
 Jul – Sep 93.0 -8.2% 99.9 -0.6% 
 Oct – Dec 92.3 -0.7% 97.5 -2.4% 
2016 Jan – Mar 103.7 12.3% 107.5 10.2% 
 Apr – Jun 100.9 -2.7% 110.4 2.7% 
 Jul – Sep 110.2 9.2% 110.5 0.1% 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
  



 
 



 


