WEEKLY PUBLICATION OF THE
LIVESTOCK AND MEAT COMMISSION
FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

LMC

Saturday 21 October 2017 Issue No. 2491

INCREASE IN VALUE OF RED MEAT SALES

Figure 1: Total value of red meat sales Jun- Sept 2015-2017 (‘O00’s)

during the same period in 2016. Beef

weeks ending 10 September 2017 were

URING the 12 week period ending

DlO September 2017 total meat continues to account for the largest valued at £4.1 million, a 10 per cent  £35.000 BTotsl Red Meat B TotslBeef = Total Lamb
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data from Kantar Worldpanel. This is a
two per cent increase from the
corresponding period in 2016 when meat
sales in the region were valued at £62.5
million.

This increase in the value of total meat
sales has occurred despite the volume of
meat sales in NI holding relatively steady
between the two periods. During the 2017
period 10,458 tonnes of meat were sold
in NI compared to 10,432 tonnes during
the same period in 2016.

Beef sales in NI during the 12 weeks
ending 10 September 2017 were valued
at £24.5 million, a slight decline from
£24.6 million during the corresponding
period in 2016 as outlined in Figure 1.
The volume of beef sales also recorded a
slight decline, back from 3,208 tonnes in
the 2016 period to 3,141 tonnes in the
2017 period. This accounts for a two per
cent decline year on year.

Some of the decline in volume sales of
beef in NI has been offset by an increase

million. This increase in the total value of
lamb sales has been supported by a six
per cent increase in the volume of lamb
sales in NI year on year. However despite
this improvement in both the value and
volume of lamb sales in NI the overall
market share of lamb in NI remains
relatively small.

Household penetration for lamb in NI was
28.4 per cent during the 12 weeks ending
10 September 2017, back from 30.6 per
cent during the corresponding period in
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in household penetration. During the 2016. This decline in household Figure 2: Average retail price of beef and lamb Jun-Sept 2015-2017(p/kg)
Red meat sales in NI were valued at 2017 period 83.3 per cent of NI penetration however was offset by an £12.00 - — Lamb
£28.5 million in the 12 weeks ending 10  households purchased beef comparedto  increase in the average spend per £10.10
September 2017, accounting for 45 per 81.4 per cent in the same period on  shopper. In the 2016 period the average £10.00 -
cent of total meat sales in terms of value.  2016. spend was £16.50 and this increased to £858 £8.33
This share of total meat sales was £19.50 in the 2017 period. £8.00 - £7.39 £766 £7.80
unchanged from the same period in 2016  This increase in household penetration
when red meat sales were valued at has occurred despite an increase in the  The average retail price of lamb increased
£28.3 million. This accounts for a one per  average retail price from £7.66/kg in the  from £8.58 in the 2016 period to £8.93 £6.00 1
cent increase in the value of beef sales 2016 period to £7.80/kg in the 2017 in the 2017 period. This four per cent
year on year. period. The average spend per buyer on  increase in the average retail price may £4.00 -
beef however has declined marginally have contributed to the decline in the
The volume of red meat sales in NI from £41.10 in the 2016 period to number of shoppers purchasing lamb. £2.00 -
totalled 3,598 tonnes during the 12  £39.90 in the 2017 period.
weeks ending 10 September 2017, a one £0.00 : : :

per cent decline from 3,640 tonnes

STRONG INCREASE IN NI LAMB
THROUGHPUT LAST WEEK

Retail lamb sales in NI during the 12
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NO CHANGE IN FAT CLASS
SCORES OF PRIME CATTLE

HERE was a strong increase in
Tlamb throughput in local plants

last week with 12,161 lambs
processed. This was an increase of
2,542 head from the previous week
and accounted for a 26 per cent
increase. This brought the weekly
lamb throughput in local plants to its
highest recorded level for the year to
date.

Figure 3 outlines weekly lamb
throughput in NI plants from January
2016 until October 2017. As indicated
in the chart lamb throughput in NI
plants during summer 2017 has been
very changeable from week to week
but has generally been running lower
than 2016 levels. The strong increase
in slaughterings last week brought
throughput above the corresponding
week last year when 10,210 lambs
were processed.

Lamb throughput in NI plants during
the 12 week period ending 14
October 2017 totalled 141,194 head.
This is a reduction of 8,260 head
from the same period in 2016 when
149,454 lambs were killed locally.
This accounted for a six per cent
decline year on year.

ROI continues to act as a valuable
outlet for NI origin lambs with 7,724
lambs exported to the region for
direct slaughter last week. This was
an increase of 1,436 head from the
previous week when 6,288 lambs
were exported to ROl plants for direct
slaughter. This accounts for a 23 per
cent increase.

During the 12 week period ending 14
October 2017 91,510 lambs were
exported from NI to ROI for direct
slaughter. This was similar to the

corresponding period in 2016 when
90,823 lambs were exported to
processing plants in ROI. These lambs
accounted for 39 per cent of total
lamb output from NI during the 2017
period, a slight increase from 38 per
cent in the same period last year.

Total lamb output from the NI sheep
flock during the 12 weeks ending 14
October 2017 totalled 232,704 head.
This is a three per cent decline from
the same period in 2016.

Figure 3: Weekly lamb throughput in NI plants from January 2016 to

October 2017
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76,560 head during Q3 of 2017. This

was an increase of 5,546 head from
the corresponding period in 2016 when
71,014 prime cattle were killed in local
plants. This accounts for an 8 per cent
increase in throughput year on year.

PRIME cattle throughput in NI totalled

While there has been an increase in the
number of prime cattle being killed in local
plants there has been little or no change
in the fat class scores achieved during Q3
2017 when compared to the same period
in 2016 as indicated in Tables 1-3 below.

During the 2017 period 85 per cent of
price reported heifers achieved a 3 or 4 for
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fat cover. This was unchanged from the
corresponding period in 2016. Meanwhile
77 per cent of steers achieved a 3 or 4 for
fat cover in Q3 2017, back marginally from
78 per cent in the 2016 period.

A slight improvement was recorded in the
fat scores achieved by price reported
young bulls as indicated in Table 3. The
proportion achieving a fat class 3
increased by three percentage points to
account for 37 per cent of the kill. The
proportion of young bulls achieving a fat
class 2 was unchanged at 52 per cent
while the proportion awarded a fat class 1
decreased by three percentage points to 9
per cent.

Table 1: Fat class scores achieved by NI heifer kill during Q3 2016 and 2017
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Table 2: Fat class scores achieved by NI steer kill during Q3 2016 and 2017
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WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS B (@

CATTLE TRADE Rhuil-at Cattle Trade

UOTES from the major NI processing plants this week for U-3 grade

NI FACTORY BASE QUOTES FOR CATTLE prime cattle held steady at 348-354p/kg. The majority of plants W/E Northern| Repof | o . .| Northern Midlands | Southern| o
are quoting 352p/kg for both steers and heifers. Quotes for good  [REZALVZ1: AR CEURRRIZCLT) England | & Wales | England
This Week Next Week quallty O+3 grading cows ranged from 260-280p/kg this week. Similar u3 3579 341.6 390.5 375.3 373.0 379.5 379.1
(P/KG DW) 16/10/17 23/10/17
quotes for all types of cattle are expected for early next week. R3 3584 331.0 3884 3706 3715 3716 375.7
Prime Prime cattle throughput in NI last week totalled 6,861 head. This was a Steers| R4 9568 | 3307 QESRSN °s6.5 [ESTEES RS -
i ughput i w , . This w.
u-3 348-354p 348-354p reduction of 157 head from the previous week when 7,018 prime cattle 03 3465 | 3126 | 3634 | 3400 | 3428 | 3432 | 3474
R-3 342 -348p 342 -348p were killed in local plants. In the same week last year 6,740 prime cattle VG 341 ) 3850 | 3627 | 3858 | 3538 3650
0+3 336-342p 336-342p were killed locally. Cow throughput in NI last week was back marginally us 300 PEEE el ERE  JRE gEE S2e
from the previous week at 2,405 head and was just above the 2,313 cows R3 | 3570 | 3412 | 3881 | 369.1 | 3710 | 3678 3746
P+3 288 - 306p 288 - 306p killed in local plants in the same week last year. Heifers R4 353.5 340.6 388.4 374.5 S7A%9) 366.2 376.2
_ _ 03 349.0 3272 364.6 3346 340.8 349.8 3478
Including bonus where applicable Imports of prime cattle from ROI for direct slaughter in local plants last AVG  349.7 - 3859 3614 3553 3525 364.6
Cows week totalled 101 head with a further 7 prime cattle imported from GB. us 3489 340.8 3816 3616 3565 3759 364.4
These imported cattle accounted for two per cent of total prime cattle  |young  R3 3472 3298 3755 3622 3571 358.7 3626
0+3 & better 260 - 280p 260 - 280p throughput in NI plants. Cow imports from ROI for direct slaughter last Bulls 03 327.9 313.0 341.0 3205 324.8 3410 3286
Steakers 140 - 170p 140 - 170p week totalled 39 head with a further 134 cows imported from GB. These AVG 335.5 . 366.3 3484 336.7 3404 3458
Blues 120 - 130p 120 -130p :Ir\;r;r;ci)(rted cows accounted for seven per cent of total cow throughput last P?rime Cattle 674 6420 - 6500 4566 | 25077
. rice Reported
gzx:uoﬁis;{,:fﬂfgr‘:ngl;: \t’\(l)elglgﬁf:’?'ogdrig:rs are advised to 03 273.8 282.6 281.0 267.6 272.1 270.0 271.5
checkgppricing polici):ss beftre pressntiné cattle for slaughter. Prime cattle exports from NI to GB last week totalled 164 head. This was 04 2790 2830 2804 2674 2742 2658 2716
REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG ;aen leTCc:?aeS ep?;t3 z-:fs dofgsggérr]ez%rfélogz Weee:i?ti lzﬂt}eo?lﬁ:efitrvge'?:cli Cows | P2 2364 | 2570 2419 RES02iieses pesitiseos
v X i . Cow ex u i
slaughter totalled 240 head last week with 214 head destined for P3 2548 | 2740 | 2450 | 2459 | 2361 | 2473 | 1.2

) processing plants in ROl and the remaining 26 exported to plants in GB. AvG 2516 _ 2659 | 2397 | 2313 | 227.7 2362
W/E 14/10/17 Steers Heifers Young Bulls Notes: (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=89.51p Stg

The deadweight trade for steers and heifers held relatively steady in NI (ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.

U3 357.3 360.3 349.4 ) L . L (i) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed
last week with the majority of reported prices within a penny of the
R3 353.5 354.8 347.3 previous week. The average steer price in NI last week was 347.7p/Kg, LATEST LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
back half a penny from the previous week. The R3 steer price increased _
st QUALITY 2nd QUALITY
0+3 345.1 346.0 3385 by half a penny last week to 358.4p/kg. The average heifer price in NI last Q Q

W/E 14/10/17

Prices for w/e 30/09/2017 were unavailable at time of publi- "WE€K Was up 1.3p/kg to 349.7p/kg while the R3 heifer price was  I'5icho Cattle (p/kg)
cation. *Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle unchanged at 357p/kg. The young bull trade came under some pressure Steers 210 225 216 180 208 195
in NI last week with the average price back by 2.6p/kg to 335.5p/kg. The Friesians 140 163 146 122 138 130
REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG U3 young bull price was back by 2.9p/kg to 348.9p/kg while the R3 price Heifers 200 220 209 164 198 181
was back by 3.5p/kg to 347.2p/kg. Beef Cows 150 205 162 120 149 135
W/E Wgt | Wgt220- | Wgt250- Wet ) ) Dairy Cows 105 143 112 60 104 82
14/10/17 >280kg The deadweight trade in GB last week came under pressure across all of Store Cattle (p/kg)
the regions. The average steer price was back 2.7p/kg to 365p/kg while
P1 175.0 188.7 198.4 214.5 the R3 steer price was back by a similar margin to 375.7p/kg. The average Bullocks up to 400kg 215 | 243 | 229 | 180 | 214 | 198
heifer price in GB last week was back 4.5p/kg to 364.6p/kg while the R3 | Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 205 | 223 | 214 | 170 | 204 | 187
P2 197.5 216.2 234.2 247.0 heifer price was back by 2p/kg to 374.6p/Kg. Bu!locks over 500kg 195 214 204 165 194 180
b3 — 240.7 B — Heifers up to 450kg 200 215 208 170 204 188
’ ' ’ ’ Prices in ROI last week came under some pressure in euro terms however | Heifers over 450kg 195 219 207 170 194 181
03 240.0 248.9 266.7 275.7 a firming in the value of euro against sterling meant prices were almost | Propped Calves (£/head)
unchanged in sterling terms. The R3 steer price in ROI last week was the | Continental Bulls 245 320 280 140 242 200
04 - 277.6 276.5 279.2 equivalent of 331p/kg while the R3 heifer price was 341.2p/kg. Both | Continental Heifers 180 300 225 80 178 130
R3 ) ) ) ) prices were within half a penny of the previous week. Friesian Bulls 100 145 120 50 98 75
Holstein Bulls 26 45 35 15 25 20

(; 33 8y:7.\»] 3 Deadweight Sheep Trade

UOTES from the plants for R3 grading lambs ended this week at LATEST SHEEP MARTS

370p/kg with plants paying up to 21kg. Similar quotes are expected
SHEEP BASE QUOTES for early ngxt wgek. There was anup!ift in throughput last week.with Lambs (P/KG LW)
12,161 lambs killed in local plants, the highest weekly throughput in NI
This Week Next Week for the year to date. Exports of lambs to ROI for direct slaughter last week
(P/Kg DW) 16/10/17 23/10/17 totalled 7,724 head. The average liveweight price improved this week to To: 19/10/17 To Avg

325.2p/kg, an increase of 11.7p/kg from the previous week. The average

deadweight price in NI last week was 356.4p/kg, back 3.1p/kg from the Friday Newtownstewart 100 307 325

Lambs >21kg 365p 370p previous week. In ROl last week the average deadweight lamb price was
the equivalent of 387.7p/kg, back 2.4p/kg from the previous week. Saturday Omagh 1106 335 387
. Swatragh 600 314 413

REPORTED SHEEP PRICES This week’s marts

HE marts have reported steady numbers of lambs passing through Monday Kilrea 200 327 347

W/E W/E W/E Tthe sale rings this week. In Saintfield on Tuesday 441 lambs sold

(P/KG) 30/09/17 | 07/10/17 10/17 from 322-414p/kg compared to 525 lambs last week selling from Massereene 612 320 342 -
300-345p/kg. In Rathfriland this week a sharper trade saw 694 lambs o

NILambs LW 3319 3135 3252 | sold from 310-400p/kg (avg 335p/kg) compared to 1,000 lambs last |  I4esday Saintfield 441 | 32 | 414 -
week selling from 290-371p/kg (avg 320p/kg). In Ballymena this week a )

NI Lombs D/W | 3666 3505 356.4 large entry of 2,005 lambs sold from 310-355p/kg (ave 324p/ke) Rathffiland 694 | 310 | 400 | 335
compared to 1,679 lambs last week selling from 300-345p/kg (avg Wednesday Ballymena 2005 310 355 324
318p/kg). In Markethill a firmer trade this week saw 1,320 lambs sold

GB Lambs D/W 3801 382.5 389.7 from 320-351p/kg compared to 1,450 lambs last week selling from 310- Markethill 1320 320 351
341p/kg. Top reported prices for cull ewes generally ranged from £80-95

ROI'D/W 389.4 390.1 387.7 across the marts this week. Armoy 414 315 365
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