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BEEF CALF REGISTRATIONS DOMINATED BY
SIX MAJOR BREEDS

URING April 2017 51,997 beef
Dsired calves were registered on NI

farms taking total registrations for
the year to date to 136,419 head. This
is very similar to the 136,762 beef sired
calves registered during the
corresponding period in 2016 and
notably higher than the 114,601 beef
sired calves registered during the same
period in 2015.

While the total number of beef sired
calves has remained stable there has
been a notable reduction in the number
of dairy sired calves registered on NI
farms during 2017 to date. During April
2017 11,406 dairy sired calves were
registered on NI farms taking total
registrations for the year to date to
59,771 head. This is a notable reduction
of 11,522 head from the corresponding
period in 2016 when 71,293 dairy sired
calves were registered.

Beef sired registrations to dairy cows
during 2017 to date have totalled
51,390 head. This is an increase of
4,548 head from the same period in
2016 when 46,842 beef sired calves
were registered to dairy cows.

Beef sired calves from the dairy herd
have accounted for 38 per cent of all
beef sired calf registrations in NI during
2017 to date compared to 34 per cent
of beef sired registrations during the

same period in 2016.

Breeds

Beef sired calf registrations in NI
continue to be dominated by six major
breeds (Limousin, Charolias, Aberdeen
Angus, Hereford, Simmental, Belgian
Blue) and together these six breeds
accounted for 92 per cent of all beef
sired calf registrations in the region
during 2017 to date.

Limousin continues to be the most
popular beef sire used on NI farms with
35,919 registrations during the first four
months of 2017. This accounts for 26.3
per cent of all beef sired registrations
during that period. It is however a slight
reduction from the corresponding period
in 2016 when 27.8 per cent of all beef
sired calf registrations in NI were
Limousin.

Aberdeen Angus calves registrations
during 2017 to date totalled 29,794
head and this accounted for 21.8 per
cent of all calf registrations in NI. This is
an increase from the same period in
2016 when Aberdeen Angus calves
accounted for 19.9 per cent of beef calf
registrations. Aberdeen Angus is now
the second most popular beef sire in NI.

During 2017 to date 29,265 Charolais
calves have been registered on NI farms
making it the third most popular beef

sire on NI farms. Charolais calves
accounted for 21.5 per cent of all beef
sired calf registrations during 2017, a
reduction from the same period in 2016
when 31,302 Charolais calves were
registered and accounted for 22.9 per
cent of all beef sired calf registrations.
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A total of 11,952 Hereford calves have
been registered on NI farms during
2017 to date, accounting for 8.8 per
cent of all beef calf registrations. In the
same period in 2016 11,205 Hereford
calves were registered accounting for
8.2 per cent of all beef sired calf
registrations in the region.
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Simmental calf registrations during
2017 to date totalled 9,982 head and
these accounted for 7.3 per cent of all
beef sired calf registrations. In the same
period in 2016 10,751 Simmental
calves were registered, accounting for
7.9 per cent of all beef sired
registrations.

broken down by major breeds
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A total of 8,582 Belgian Blue calves E2%

were registered on NI farms during 2017
to date and these accounted for 6.3 per
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cent of all beef sired calf registrations.

This is an increase from 2016 levels o
when 7,632 calf registrations
accounted for 5.6 per cent of total beef
sired registrations. -
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Figure 1: Monthly beef sired calf registrations in Northern Ireland from January
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Figure 2: Beef sired calf regjstrations in Northern Ireland during 2017 to date

NI BEEF INDUSTRY KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (APRIL SNAPSHOT)

HE average prime cattle price in NI
Tduring April 2017 was 344.2p/kg,

an increase of 45.5p/kg from April
2016 levels when the average prime
cattle price was 298.7p/kg. This
accounts for a 15.2 per cent increase in
the deadweight prices paid for prime
cattle in the region year on year.

The R3 steer price in NI during April
2017 was 356p/kg, an increase of
47.7p/kg from the 308.3p/kg paid in
April 2016. Meanwhile in GB the R3
steer price was just above the NI price
during April 2017 at 357.7p/kg. This was
37.2p/kg above April 2016 levels when
the R3 steer price in GB was 320.5p/kg.
While the R3 steer price increased in GB
the level of increase was lower than the
increase recorded in NI and this has
resulted in a narrowing of the differential
in R3 steer prices between the two
regions from 12.2p/kg in April 2016 to
just 1.7p/kg in April 2017.

During April 2017 the R3 steer price in
ROl was the equivalent of 334.4p/kg, up
from 307.6p/kg in April 2016. The
differential in R3 steer prices between

ROl and NI has widened from 0.7p/kg in
April 2016 to 21.6p/kg in April 2017.

Prime cattle slaughterings in NI totalled
24,264 head during April 2017, back
five per cent from April 2016 levels. It
should however be noted that the Easter
holidays fell in April in 2017 while they
were in March last year and this will
have contributed to the reduction in the
kill recorded in April 2017. Cow
throughput was also back year on year
with 5,886 cows killed in local plants
during April 2017 compared to 6,754
cows Killed in April 2016.

Carcase weights have also declined year
on year with the average prime cattle
carcase weight back by 7kg to 331kg in
April 2017. This accounts for a 2.1 per
cent decline year on year. Meanwhile the
average cow carcase weight was back by
11kg to 295kg in April 2017 which
accounts for a 3.5 per cent decline year
on year.

Total cattle imports for direct slaughter
during April 2017 totalled 1,689 head,
a notable increase from 998 head in

FQAS Helpline

If you have had a recent inspection
and need help and advice to rectify

any non-conformances, contact the
FQAS helpline:
028 9263 3024

April 2016. This increase was driven
primarily by an increase in imports of
prime cattle from ROl and cows from GB.
Meanwhile exports for direct slaughter
totalled 704 head in April 2017
compared to 2,308 head in April 2016.
A reduction in cow exports to ROl and a
reduction in prime cattle exports to GB
have been key factors behind this
decline.

The number of cattle on NI farms aged
12-30 months intended for beef
production totalled 475,094 head in
April 2017, a 7.8 per cent increase from
April 2016 levels. The number of beef
sired cattle in this age category
increased by 8.8 per cent in April 2017
when compared to year earlier levels
while the number of dairy sired males
declined by 17.5 per cent over the same
period.

Calf Births
Beef Sired

During April 2017 €1=£0.848 compared
to €1=£0.792 in April 2016. This
accounts for a 7.1 per cent increase in
the value of euro against sterling
between April 2016 and April 2017.

Dairy Sired (Male Only)
E Ex e Rate (€/ £)

298.7 344.2
209.8 245.3
308.3 356.0
307.6 334.4
320.5 357.7
25,539 24,264
6,754 5,886
338 331
306 295
998 1,689
2,308 704
440,526 475,094
397,603 432,400
42,923 42,694
54,917 57,346
48,437 51,997
6,480 5,349

79.2 84.8

* Aged between 12-30 mths (Beef + Dairy Male Only)

Table 1: NI Beef Industry Key Performance Indicators (April Snapshot)
T apel6 | ApeI7 | %Change

15.2%
16.9%
15.4%
8.7%
11.6%

-5.0%
-12.9%
-2.1%
-3.5%

69.2%
-69.5%

7.8%
8.8%
-0.5%

4.4%
7.3%
-17.5%

7.1%

AllNI Figures Unless OtherwiseStated | | [ |
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Deadweight Cattle Trade
W/E North R f North Midlands | South
u3

base quotes for prime cattle ranging from 352-358p/kg across the
major plants. The cow trade has also remained firm in NI with base

HE deadweight trade for prime cattle in NI has remained firm with
NI FACTORY BASE QUOTES FOR CATTLE T

This Week Next Week q.uo.tes for good quality 0+3 grading cows ranging from 250-270p/kg. 360.5 3476 3752 3583 3619 3613 3644
(P/KG DW) Similar quotes are expected for all types of cattle early next week. R3 3575 3381 373.0 3554 360.0 3584 3621
08/05/17 15/05/17
Steers R4 355.2 3394 3727 3635 360.1 3565 364.1
Prime Reports have indicated inghFIy tighter supplies gf both prime cattle aqd 03 3446 324.0 348.0 3280 3286 332.0 334.2
cows available for slaughter in recent weeks. Prime cattle throughput in AVG 3476 - 368.5 3497 3455 343.6 3524
U-3 350 - 356p 352-358p NI last week totalled 6,335 head. This was back from the 6,626 prime U3 3616 3605 3829 3660 3724 3729 3738
cattle killed locally during the previous week. Coyv throughput in NI .Iast R3 3574 3479 3772 3583 3627 3556 364.2
R-3 344 - 350p 346 - 352p week totalled 1,542 head, back from 1,671 cows killed during the previous Heifers| Ra 353.8 | 3489 | 3738 | 3570 | 3613 | 3531 3626
0+3 338-344p 340 - 346p week. 03 3473 333.6 3465 3310 3374 3279 3363
Imports of prime cattle from ROI for direct slaughter in NI last week totalled AvG 349.4 ) 3721 | 3512 | 3513 |EERGEEN 3551
P+3 288-304p 290 -306p 175 head with 79 cows also imported. A further 9 prime cattle and 127 us 355.1 | 3404 [RUECURY 3520 | 354.5 [EHSZ2ly 355.5
cows were imported from GB for direct slaughter in NI plants last week. [Young RS~ 3500 3323 3605 3436 3431 3384 3457
Including bonus where applicable Meanwhile 171 cows were exported from NI for direct slaughter in ROl last | BUlS 03 3288 3163 3226 3054 3066 320.6 309.9
week with no cattle making the journey to GB for direct slaughter. AVG 336.1 - 350.7 3242 3306 3287 3323
Cows o _ _ Prime Cattle 5504 6254 6995 6586 4043 23878
The R3 steer price in NI last week was up marginally from the previous | Price Reported
0+3 & better 250 - 270p 250-270p week at 357.5p/kg and this was the eighth cohsecutive week in which it 03 2689 279.9 2778 269.7 2684 2651 269.5
has recorded an increase. In the corresponding week last year the R3 04 273.2 2817 280.2 272.0 2713 2645 2712
Steakers 140 - 170p 140 - 170p steer price in NI was 312.8p/kg. The R3 heifer price in NI last week was | cows P2 2342 2575 2303 2284 2153 2170 219.9
up 2.2p/kg to 357.4p/kg and this was the tenth consecutive week in which p3 2521 2742 242.6 242.6 231.3 2411 236.6
Blues 120 - 130p 120-130p it has recorded an increase in the region. In the corresponding week in AVG 256.6 : 270.6  250.7 2343 2324 2417
Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade g I(ZiBCg:Elr?l?ezetlcf)elrmpr::’((;)?/eml nNII\l\IN\?VTtIfji;ljr-‘l??rgl:)grlc-rehce)fyggg%/bkug” |<t':1rsatd\l?leheaks Notes: (1) Prices are p/kg Sterling ROl prices converted at 1 euro=84.61p Stg
Pricing policies vary from plant to plant. Producers are advised to up 1.5p/kg from the previous week. ’ (::I) i@zd:g%;zd;s::s a lower price than the previous welek. :
ge of all grades in the category, not just those listed

check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter.

(iif)
The deadweight trade for prime cattle has also continued to firm in GB LATE LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG with the average R3 steer price up 2.4p/kg to 362.1p/kg. The R3 steer || B X 17T) R BT VYT, 2

price improved in all the GB regions by 3-5p/kg with the exception of [NV LFNg
Southern England where it was back by 1.8p/kg. The differential in R3 [ Finished Cattle (p/kg)
W/E Wgt Wgt 220- | Wgt 250- Wgt steer prices between NI and the GB average widened slightly to 4.6p/kg |Steers 194 209 201 174 190 182
06/05/17 | <220kg | 250kg 280kg | >280kg last week. The average R3 heifer price in GB last week was 364.2p/kg, |Friesians 154 174 160 128 147 137
up 4.3p/kg from the previous week. This increase was driven by |Heifers 201 219 210 170 200 185
p1 174.9 186.7 201.6 210.2 improvements in the trade in Scotland, Northern England and the |pgeef Cows 150 195 163 115 149 132
Midlands where R3 heifer prices were up by between 6-8p/kg. Meanwhile | pairy Cows 112 138 125 70 111 90
P2 184.8 214.4 2374 2461 in Sguthern Englanq the R§ hen‘er prl.ce wgs back by 5p/kg from the |giore Cattle (p/kg)
previous week. The differential in R3 heifer prices between Nl and GB last Bullocks up to 400kg 200 262 245 185 219 210
week was 6.8p/kg, the widest it has been since early March this year. )
P3 194.2 233.8 249.5 2551 Bullocks 400kg - 500kg 210 246 225 180 209 195
. . Bullocks over 500kg 200 267 220 170 199 185
o
- . vious week. This pu i i w .
: : . Heifers over 450k 200 220 212 165 199 183
and Nl at 19.4p/kg or £68 on a 350kg carcase. The R3 heifer price in ROl I v €
last week was the equivalent of 347.9p/kg, up 1.4p/kg from the previous Dropped Calves (£/head)
o4 — ) 2656 2135 week. This puts the?ﬂifferential betvs;e«gn l\flglyar?d ROF; atg9 5p/k of£31 on Continental Bulls 280 | 380 | 330 | 150 | 278 | 215
| P P/Ke Continental Heifers 225 365 295 120 220 170
a 330kg carcase. o
R3 - R 280.0 286.1 Friesian Bulls 100 180 140 55 98 80
Holstein Bulls 70 145 105 35 68 50

Deadweight Sheep Trade
SH EEP TRADE UOTES from the plants for spring lambs this week were in the region LATEST SHEEP MARTS
of 450-460p/kg with plants paying up to 21kg. The number of
SHEEP BASE QUOTES spring lambs coming forward for slaughter has increased in recent From: 05/05/17 Hoggets (F/KG LW) Lambs (P/KG LW)
(P/Kg DW) This Week Next Week weeRs in line with normal seasonal trends with spring lambs accounting
08/05/17 15/05/17 for two thirds of the price reported kill last week. The hogget season has To: 11/05/17 mw Avg mw

Imost come to an end with the plants quoting 395-420p/kg for the small
Hoggets >22k 400-420 395-420 a -
99 9 P P numbers coming forward for slaughter. Total lamb/hogget throughput in Friday ~ Newtownstewart - - - - 55 412 432 -
NI plants last week was 4,592 head compared to 5,209 head during the
Lambs >21kg 450-460p 450-460p previous week. In the same week last year 4,644 lambs/hoggets were Saturday Omagh 342 364 415 - 93 414 441 -
killed in local plants. The deadweight lamb price in NI last week was
REPORTED SHEEP PRICES 440p/kg while the deadweight hogget price was 404.3p/kg Monday  Massereene 107 370 405 - 342 415 445 -
(P/KG) s Lle e This week’s marts Kirea 200 389 417 - - - - -
22/04/17 | 29/04/17 | 06/05/17 SMALL numbers of sheep passed through many of the marts this
week with the trade remaining broadly similar to previous weeks. In Tuesday Saintfield 130 320 360 - 140 410 440 -
NI Hoggets L/W 363.7 361.0 343.2 Massereene on Monday 342 spring lambs sold from 415-445p/kg
NI Hoggets D/W 400.6 404.7 404.3 compared to 207 spring lambs last week selling from 400-436p/kg. In Rathfril ) ) ) S 404 470 4
GBH ts D/W 410.2 Y 406.6 Saintfield this week 140 spring lambs sold from 410-440p/kg compared athfriland 36 |40 0433
oggets D/ : : : to 66 spring lambs last week selling from 400-430p/kg, In Ballymena on
ROI D/W 407.4 424.7 437.4 Wednesday 309 spring lambs sold from 400-461p/kg (avg 415p/kg). In | Wednesday ~ Ballymena 157 260 320 300 309 400 461 415
Enniskillen this week 342 spring lams sold from 385-434p/kg. The cull
NI Lambs L/W 417.2 412.6 416.2 ewe trade has remained firm with top reported prices generally ranging Enniskilen - - - - 342 385 434 -
NI Lambs D/W 443.1 4421 440.0 from £90-110. The highest recorded cull ewe price was £111 in Omagh
GBLambsD/W  499.6 502.2 474.9 last Saturday. Markethill
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