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HEAVIER CARCASES MAINTAINING BEEF
THROUGHPUT IN NI PLANTS

EPORTS from the major NI
R processors have indicated steady
supplies of all types of cattle
coming forward for slaughter in recent

weeks with supplies of cattle outpacing
demand for beef at present.

Prime cattle throughput in NI last week
totalled 7,080 head, an increase of 368
head from the previous week. In the same
week last year 6,668 prime cattle were
killed in NI plants. This takes prime cattle
throughput for the six week period ending
05 December 2015 to 40,669 head, a
1.5 per cent decrease from the
corresponding period in 2014 when
41,276 prime cattle were killed in NI
plants.

Prime cattle throughput in NI plants for
the year to date has totalled 296,868
head. This is a 1.5 per cent decrease from
the same period in 2014 when 301,049
prime cattle were slaughtered.

Despite the decline recorded in prime
cattle throughput in NI during the six week
period ending 05 December 2015 the
volume of beef sourced from prime cattle
processed by NI plants recorded an
increase. During the 2015 period 14,052
tonnes of beef from prime cattle was
processed by NI plants. This was an
increase of 348 tonnes from the 13,705

tonnes processed during the
corresponding period in 2014 and
accounted for a 2.5 per cent increase in
throughput year on year.

This increase in the volume of beef
processed by NI plants can be attributed
to the notable increase in the average
prime cattle carcase weights in NI. During
the six weeks ending 05 December 2015
the average prime cattle carcase weight
in NI was 346kg, an increase of 13.6kg
from the same period in 2014 when the
average carcase weight was 332.3kg.
Table 1 provides a summary of changes
to average carcase weights year on year
broken down by category.

The most notable increase in average
carcase weights was for steers which
increased by 15kg to 359.6kg in the
2015 period. This accounts for a 4.3 per
cent increase year on year. The average
carcase weight of heifers increased by
9.2kg to 323.2kg in the 2015 period
which accounts for a 2.9 per cent
increase year on year. The average young
bull carcase weight during the 2015
period was 342.3kg, an increase of
11.5kg from the corresponding period in
2014.

Cow throughput has remained strong in
NI during the six weeks ending 05

December 2015 with a total of 14,122
head killed in NI plants during this period.
This is an 8.8 per cent increase from the
12,974 cows killed in NI plants during the
same period in 2014. The average
carcase weight of cows also recorded an
increase from 297.7kg in the 2014 period
to 306.2kg in the 2015 period.

This increase by 8.5kg accounts fora 2.9
per cent increase year on year. The
combination of increased cow throughput
and an increase in the average carcase
weight has resulted in a notable increase
in the volume of cow beef handled by NI
processors.

During the 2015 period NI processors
handled 4,324 tonnes of cow beef
compared to 3,861 tonnes during the
corresponding period in 2014. This
increase by 463 tonnes accounts fora 12
per cent increase in the volume of cow
beef processed year on year.

During the six week period ending 05
December 2015 64 per cent of the price
reported NI cow kill were of dairy origin
with the remaining 36 per cent made up
by suckler origin cows. These proportions
were unchanged from the corresponding
period in 2014.

Figure 1: Prime cattle slaughterings in NI from January 2014 to December

2015
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Table 1: Average carcase weights of prime cattle by category during the six
week period ending 05 December 2015 and the corresponding period in
2014
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MORE HEAVIER STEER CARCASES IN NI PRIME KILL

s indicated above there has
Abeen a notable increase in the

average carcase weight of all
classes of prime cattle being
presented for slaughter in NI plants.
With strong prices paid for store cattle
in NI during 2014 and early 2015 itis
likely that producers are finishing
cattle at higher carcase weights to
maximise returns per head.

At present the major NI processors
have a preference for steer and heifer
carcases within the 280-380kg
weight range as these meet the
specification criteria of many of their
major retail customers, although
there may be some variation to this
for individual orders. Figure 2 provides
a breakdown of the carcase weights
of price reported steers during the six
weeks ending 05 December 2015
and the same period in 2014.

As indicated in Figure 2 steer
carcases below 280kg accounted for
7 per cent of all price reported steer
carcases during the 2015 period,
down slightly from 10 per cent in the

corresponding period in 2014.
Meanwhile the proportion of steer
carcases within the desired 280-
380kg weight range has recorded a
notable decline from 65 per cent in
the 2014 period to 57 per cent in the
2015 period.

The proportion of steer carcases
within the 380-400kg increased by
five percentage points to account for
25 per cent of the price reported steer
kill in the six weeks ending 05
December 2015. The proportion of
steer carcases over 420kg increased
by seven percentage points to
account for 12 per cent of the total
price reported steer kill during the
2015 period.

The current quoted penalties from the
major processors for prime cattle over
420Kkg are in the region of 20p/kg.
During the six week period ending 05
December 2015 the average penalty
on R3 grade steers over 420kg that
were otherwise in spec was 15.5p/kg.
While taking cattle to higher carcase
weights to maximise returns is

FQAS Helpline

understandable it is important that
producers try to present prime cattle
for slaughter within current market
specifications. However it is equally
important that processors send the
correct market signals to NI producers
to encourage them to do so.

NI beef producers are encouraged to
liaise directly with the procurement
staff of the individual plants before
finishing cattle. This will help ensure
that the cattle being presented for
slaughter will meet current market
specifications and maximise returns
for the entire supply chain.

Figure 2: Carcase weights of price reported steers during the six week period
ending 05 December 2015 and the corresponding period in 2014.
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WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS H (@

(oY M|y ;:7:\»] 3 Deadweight Cattle Trade WEEK' LE PRICES (UK / ROI)
HE deadweight cattle trade has come under some pressure in NI
NI FACTORY QUOTES FOR CATTLE Twith base quotes for in spec U-3 grade prime cattle for early next ﬂ
: week ranging from 308-312p/kg. Quotes for good quality 0+3 grade  [WUAPZZIEREICCUTRRIC I England | & Wales | England
This Week Next Week
cows ranged from 214'1-230p/.kg across the plants. The processors have U3 318.9 2760 3699 3532 3542 3555 358.7
fo best it  totalof 7086 prime catde and 5177 cows Slghtered n " WOEOY 2000 BN SUIERY cos B
U3 310 314p 308-312p NI plants last week. Steers R4 319.6 2687 365.6 357.9 343.0 340.0 3547
R3 304-308p 302 -306p 03 3070 2571 3446 3254 3137 3188 326.6
0+3 298 - 302p 296 - 300p Imports of prime cattle from ROI for direct slaughter in NI plants last week G | 8117 - S62UNINSSL Ol 5310 | 3294 [SRED
P+3 224 - 262p 222 - 260p totalled 380 head, very similar to the 389 head imported the previous us 3246 2912 3758 3584 3481 3533 3611
week and accounting for five per cent of total prime cattle throughput. In R3 320.3 281.7 363.8 3453 3431 339.6 3492
Including bonus where applicable the corresponding week in 2014, 557 prime cattle were imported from | Heifers R4 319.9 2817 364.8 3520 3417 3394 3519
ROI for direct slaughter and accounted for eight per cent of total prime 03 309.6 2719 3392 3231 306.0 3139 323.0
Cows cattle throughput. The number of cows imported from ROI for direct AVG 315.7 ) 3624 3448 3275 3274 343.8
0+3 & better 214-230p 214-230p slaughter in NI plants totalled 75 head compared to 60 cows .the previous 03 3099 | 2706 | 3623 | 3436 | 3455 | 3352 3460
Steakers 140 -170p 140 -170p week and 133 in the correspgndmg week in 2014. Meanwhile 175 cows Young Ra 3081 2655 353.8 3249 3285 3362 3317
Blues 120 - 130p 120 - 130p were exported from NI for direct ;Iaughter in ROI plants last wegk, a | gulis 03 - EEYE o ESTE oo : BOTE G
Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. decrease from 311 cows the pr.eV|0us week. E.xports from NI'for direct AVG 294.7 331.4 312.0 SHlAL2) 309.1 313.6
Pricing policies vary from plant to plant. Producers are advised to slaughter in GB last week consisted of 250 prime cattle and 77 cows, ' ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ ’
check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter. similar to the previous week when 258 prime cattle and 50 cows were Pﬁzgge(;agrttlgd 5609 7017 7398 5682 4355 24452
exported. 03 231.0 2117 2284 2139 2200 2095 2195
REPORTED NI CATTLE PRICES - P/KG The average steer price in NI last week was similar to the previous week 04 2320 2126 2324 2197 2199 2106 2219
at 311.7p/kg while the R3 steer price decreased by 2p/kg to 320.0p/kg. Cows P2 1832 1883 1770 1703 1748 1611 1721
W/E 05/12/15 The average heifer price in NI last week was back by 1.2p/kg to 315.7p/kg P3 2121 203.8 191.6 1918 1916 193.7 192.0
while the R3 heifer price decreased by 2.8p/kg to 320.3p/kg. The average AVG 208.3 2185 1870 1856 1783 194.6
u3 317.9 324.3 310.3 cow pr!ce in Nl fast W?el'.( was ba(?k by 6.3p/kg to 208.3p/kg with the 03 Notes: (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=70.93p Stg
cow price back by a similar margin to 231p/kg. (i) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.
R3 317.4 318.7 309.1 (iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed
The average steer price in GB last week was back by 2.4p/kg to TE LIVEWEIGHT CATTLE MART PRICES NI
0+3 307.5 310.9 302.6 344.0p/kg and similarly the R3 steer price in GB decreased by 2.6p/kg

T astounm 2nd QUALITY

to 349.7p/kg. This puts the differential in R3 steer prices last week
between NI and the GB average at 29.7p/kg which is the equivalent of

*Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle

" ; Finished Cattle (p/kg)
£98 on a 330kg carcase.. R3 steer prices decreased by 5.3p/kg in Steers 181 | 199 187 | 160 | 180 | 170
REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG Southern England, 3.2p/kg in Northern England and 2.7p/kg in Scotland T
last week. Meanwhile the average heifer price in GB last week decreased Frlt.a5|ans 135 | 150 | 143 | 120 | 128 125
we Wet Wet 220 | Wet 250- wet by 1.0p/kg to 343.8p/kg and the R3 heifer price decreased by 2.7p/kg | Heifers 179 210 198 150 175 165
05/12/15 | <220kg 250kg 280k >280kg to 349.2p/kg. This puts the differential in R3 heifer prices last week |Beef Cows 126 156 133 106 125 115
between Nl and the GB average at 28.9/kg which is the equivalent of £95 Dairy Cows 91 106 96 60 90 75
P1 127.5 136.6 147.3 164.9 on a 330kg carcase. Store Cattle (p/kg)
Bullocks up to 400kg
p2 143.3 157.9 176.1 202.8 In ROI last week. deadyveight.prices for prime cattle hgld fairly steady in | guiiocks 400kg - 500kg 192 200 196 155 182 170
eurq terms but firmed in sterling terms. The R3 steer price in RQI was the Bullocks over 500kg 182 187 184 155 178 171
P3 167.2 188.3 206.9 215.8 equivalent of 269.8p/kg last week, up by 2.5p/kg from the previous week, Heifers up to 450kg 180 | 190 | 185 | 154 | 179 | 167
while the R3 heifer price was the equivalent of 281.7p/kg, up by 2.2p/kg )
03 171.9 199.2 2181 233.0 from the previous week. Cow prices in ROl recorded declines last week | Heifers over 450kg 173 185 179 154 172 163
with the 03 cow price back by 2.8p/kg to 211.7p/kg which is 19.3p/kg | Dropped Calves (£/head)
04 205.1 2122 2331 lower than the equivalent price in NI. Prime cattle throughput increased | Continental Bulls 285 365 320 180 280 230
to 26,846 head in ROl last week, an increase of 724 from the previous | Continental Heifers 200 300 260 120 198 160
R3 ) 2527 week. This was the highest weekly throughput of prime cattle in ROl this | Friesian Bulls 80 160 125 20 78 50
year to date. Holstein Bulls 60 145 8 8 58 35




Deadweight Sheep Trade
SH EEP TRADE UOTES from the major NI processors for R3 grade lambs LATEST SHEEP MARTS
strengthened this week to 330p/kg with plants paying up to 22kg.
HEEP QUOTES The plants have reported a slight increase in the number of lambs From: 04/12/15 Lambs (P/KG LW)
This Week Next Week coming forward for slaughter with throughput last week totalling 9,662 .
(P/Kg DW) 07/12/15 head. This was an increase of 636 head from the 9,026 lambs killed in To: 10/12/15 From To Ave

NII du;itng Thetprevilintjstw”eedk.?Ezzzrts ofd lambs fro;ntNI 6to6 3R1OI| forbdirtehct Friday Newtownstewart 328 285 321
slaughter last week totalled 7, ead compared to 6, ambs the
Lamb 330p > 22k 330p > 22k
ambs P g P g previous week. The deadweight lamb price in NI last week increased by Saturday Omagh 958 296 330
0.7p/kg to 327.1p/kg while in ROI last week the deadweight lamb price
increased by the equivalent of 4.6p/kg to 329.5p/kg. Swatragh 685 265 346 310
REPORTED SHEEP PRICES This week’s marts Monday Massereene 1102 290 318 -
o W/E W/E W/E relatively steady trade yvas reported across the marts this wgek with Kilrea 650 284 208 R
21/11/15 | 28/11/15 | 05/12/15 good numbers passing through many of the sale rings. In
Massereene on Monday 1102 lambs sold from 290-318p/kg Tuesday Saintfield 606 275 325 -
NI Lambs L/W 290.6 299.7 206.4 compared to 903 lambs last Monday selling from 290-315p/kg. In .
Saintfield this week 606 lambs sold from 275-325p,/kg compared to 350 Rathfriland 970 269 347 289
lambs last week selling from 280-335p/kg. In Rathfriland this week 970
NI Lambs D/W 321.3 326.4 3271
ambs b/ lambs sold to an average of 289p/kg compared to 915 lambs last week Wednesday Ballymena 2210 278 343 292
selling to an average of 295p/kg. In Ballymena this week a good entry of Enniskillen 898 290 315 -
GB Lambs D/W 3511 355.9 363.0 2,210 lambs sold from 278-343p/kg compared to 1,802 lambs last week
selling from 275-336p/kg. Top reported prices for cull ewes generally Markethill 1100 285 324 295
ROI D/W 313.9 324.9 329.5 ranged from £70-90 with a top reported price of £113 in Armoy on
Tuesday. Armoy 324 290 312 298
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