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Introduction

This statistical bulletin provides users with the latest estimates of construction output carried out in
Northern Ireland for Quarter 3 2021 (July - September). It excludes work carried out by Northern Ireland
Construction firmsin other parts of the UK or elsewhere. All figuresincluded in the Quarterly Construction
Enquiry (QCE) are adjusted for seasonality where appropriate, where the seasonally adjusted series
started in 2000.

All estimates are comparedto the revised Quarter 2 2021 and Quarter 32020 estimates. Where relevant,
a comparison against the pre-pandemic value of Quarter 4 2019 is also provided for context.

Key Points

1 The total volume of construction output in the third quarter of 2021 decreased by 0.3% over the
quarter, but increased by 7.8% over the year and by 15.2% on a rolling four quarter basis.
Construction output is 2.6% above the pre-Coronavirus pandemic level seen in Quarter 4 2019.

1 Construction output has seen an increase within the annualised growth rate in Quarter 3 2021
for the second consecutive quarter after five consecutive quarters of decline.

1 The decrease in the overall outputin Quarter 3 2021 from the previous quarter was driven by
decreases within both NewWork (-0.9%) and Repair and Maintenance (-3.5%) over the quarter.

1 The increase over the year to Quarter 3 2021 in construction output was driven by increases
within both New Work (+7.5%) and Repair and Maintenance (+8.6%).

1 In Quarter 3 2021, both the Infrastructure (-13.0%) and Other Work (-0.5%) sub-sectors
decreased over the quarter, offset by an increase within the Housing (+6.8%) subsector when
compared with the previous quarter.

1 The quarterly decrease seen within Infrastructure (-13.0%) output in Quarter 3 2021 was the first
guarterly decline after four consecutive quarters of growth.
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National Statistics

National Statistics status means that official statistics meet the highest standards
of trustworthiness, quality and public value, and it is our responsibility to maintain
compliance with these standards.

The United Kingdom Statistics Authority has designated these statistics as
National Statistics following a full assessment in March 2012. The assessment was
undertaken in accordance with the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 and
signifying compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics.

It is NISRAOGs responsibility to maintain complian

we become concerned about whether these statistics are still meeting the appropriate standards, we will
discuss any concerns with the Authority promptly. National Statistics status can be removed at any point
when the highest standards are not maintained, and reinstated when standards are restored.

Since the assessment by the UK Statistics Authority, we have continued to comply with the Code of
Practice for Statistics, and have made the following improvements:

1 Removed pre-release access to enhance trustworthiness, with the view to bring the publication

date forward.

1 Transferred data to an improved case management system (Integrated Business Survey
System).
Made improvements to the data collection process to standardise with other business surveys
and ensure best practice is followed.

Reduced business burden by offering the option of online data returns.

Improved accessibility by amending the format and structure of reports in line with accessibility
regulations.
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Publication Schedule

Quarter Publication Date

2021 Quarter 4 | 31 March 2022
2022 Quarter 1 | 7 July 2022

2022 Quarter 2 | 29 September 2022
2022 Quarter 3 | 12 January 2023
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