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The story and experience

of Pat

How it feels to be ayoung witness to
: acrime

Patis awitnesstoacrime.ltisvery
. important that Pat can tell atrusted
. person aboutthe crime. This can be

inthe family, a friend or teacher.

- Patreported theincident to the

. police. The police gave Pattime to tell
i themwhathappened. There will be

. an investigation. Pat needs support
andinformation.

Lots of different people will support
- Pat. Patwillnotbe judged.

Pathas support from alot of people
¢ including friends, family, school and the
: NSPCC Young Witness Service.

. Thelink personinthe Victim and
Witness Care Unit tells Pat and

i Pat’s family about whatis happening
: inthe case.

. Patwill meet the lawyer who will tell the
courthow someone may have broken

i the law. This can be confusing but also

: very helpful. Pat can be lostin all the big
. words but Pat can ask people when not
. understanding what they are saying.
They will tell Pat things more simply.

. Meetingthe judge —they are not
i asscaryastheyseem! Theyare

. theretohelp Pattell the court

. what has happened.

. Pat can give an opinion on giving

. evidencein court. Pat might want

to answer questionsin the courtroom
: orin a quietroomwitha TV, where

. Patcanseeandhearthe court.

. Thejudge will say which s ok.

: anyone, a parentor carer, other people :

Whatyou or Pat mightfeel
after acrime, when talking to
the police or going to court

Happy
Disappointed

Disgust

Traumatised

Fearful

Confused

Relieved

Unloved

Scared

Shocked

Hopeful

Emotional

Worried

Lonely

Uncomfortable
Don'tknowwhat todo
Don'tknowwho to trust
Relieved -butscaredin
caseyougetintrouble
e Lostinwords

e Somanyemotions

Youmay feel some or lots of these
things. Try not toworry. Just be
yourself and tell the truth, these are
the mostimportant things you cando.






: ’
: VV The Police (1) try to stop people
: h OS [ from doing bad things. They will try

Wh o? and find out if someone has broken
: the law and who that personiis.
When the police think someone

You may meet lots of has broken the law, they tell the
different peop[e after . _lF_’;lblic Ft’rosecution fervice (j).
witnessingacrime. | Ihoystinen cotcomeon
TheY all have different The prosecutor will tell the court
jobs butthey areall about how someone may have
thereto help find broken the law.

- out the truth and

helpyoutell them

whathappened.




NSPCCYoungWitness Service (3) The Defence Lawyer (5)is

If you have to goto court the ( there to help the person who may
NSPCC Young Witness Service have broken the law. Itis up to the
can help you before, during and courtto decide whether they think
after atrial. that the defendant did or not.
Atrialis when everyone The Judge (6) is in charge of
comes to court to find out what (" the courtroom and the trial.
happened. The court staff will Thejudge listens carefully to
help you find your way around. what each person says and then
They will also tell you whenit’s decides what to do aboutit.

your turn to talk.
There may be atranslator

The Victim and Witness Care if you do not speak English.
Unit can also provide you
(oryour parentor carer) with
information on whatis happening.
(5)

.4

There may be ajury (4). This is

[ a group of about 12 people who
decide if they think someone has
broken the law.

MO’O




Howyoucan help others

- Telling someone about a crime probably feels
 like quite a big deal to you. Telling the police and
- the courtwhatyou have seenisanimportant

- job.You should always believe in yourself. Itis
importantthat you tell the truth. Thisis the best
- way to make sure that everyone is treated fairly.
Telling the truth and not hiding anythingis the
best thing thatyou can do.

Here are some things that may help
. youand other peoplein the system.

Speak your mind.
Saywhatyou want.
Always believe in yourself.
Don’t be afraid of what
you believe.

. @ Make your own decisions. oo
. @ Trustyour friends with

. yourheart.

e Make sureyouhave people to

©  goto,andtalk to, if you are down.
. e Believeinyour friends and family.
: ® Rememberthatthere are lots of
. people who can help and support
you. Thisincludes friends and
family, the police, the NSPCC
Young Witness Service, your link
personin the Victim and Witness
Care Unit and court staff.




The Witness’ Charter

1.
- Introduction

,

¢ Acrimeiswhere aperson has broken
¢ thelaw. If you have witnessed a crime
telling someone you trust about what
- has happenedis very important.

This can be anyone, a parentor carer,
. @ seeingtheinside of the court;
e beingtoldif you have to speak

. other peoplein your family, afriend or
. teacher. This short guide will help you.
. Ittells youwhatto expect, and what
your rights are, if you have witnessed

¢ acrime.You can get help fromwhen

. you tell the police what has happened
i until after any court hearing.

The Charter and the rightsinitare
for you and/or your parent or carer
: —depending onyour age your parent
: orcarer may be told about whatis

. happeningin the case. The rights may

. apply to them or someone else who
can speak for you, such asacarer.

¢ If youwant to be told information

. yourself please tell the police or your
¢ link personinthe Victim and Witness
. Care Unit (providing a single point of
contactin the criminaljustice system)
. orthe NSPCC Young Witness Service

¢ (providing support and advice before,
- during and after a trial). :

: You (orin some cases your parents or
. carers) have rights about:

e howyou aretreated, to be treated

fairly and the same as others

e understandingwhat people are

telling you, in your own language
if needed

e beingtold about help you may get

to tell the police and court about
what happened to you

e bringing someone with you
. @ beingtoldif the case

is going to court

e beingkeptaway from the alleged

offenderinthe police station
and at court wherever possible

in court

e tellingthe police orothersifyou

are not happy about how you have
been treated.

This guide is for prosecution

¢ witnesses. These are witnesses

: who tell the police or court how

: someone may have broken the law.



Support

o
|

: Howare you feeling? As a witness to
acrime youmay be feeling nervous
¢ orscared. Youmay be confused or

. upset. When you are telling people

¢ what has happened to you, you have
- the right to be treated politely and
with respect.

When you report the crime you have
. therighttobe able to getsupport
and information that will help you.

. Someone from the Victim and Witness
¢ Care Unitwillact as your link person.
. You can discuss any problems with

. them. They will give you advice and

- information about services you may
need to help you. These services are

i free and confidential.

¢ Youmay meet lots of different people
. totalk aboutthe crime, at courtor
after this — such as the police, NSPCC
¢ Young Witness Service, or court staff.
¢ They allwant to help to find out the

i truth. You have the rightto bring

. someone with you, unlessit could

. harmyou or affect the case, when
you talk about what happened to you.
i Atcourtthe NSPCC young witness

supporter should be there when you
. aretelling the court what happened.

. Youhavetherighttobe
considered for extra help and

: supportateverystage, to help

. youtellthe police and court what
i happenedtoyou. The judge will

. decide what support you get.

People providing you with

. these services should try and

. make sure that you understand
. whatthey tell you and that they
. understand what you tell them.
You have the right to this.

. If youfindit difficult to tell the

. police or court what happened, a
. registeredintermediary can help
. youunderstand the questions you
are asked and they can help the

: courtunderstand your answers.

Don’t be afraid to speak out and
ask if youdo not understand or
. have any questions.

Speak your
mind
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Remember
there are lots
of people who
can help and
supportyou
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- 3.

Investigations
| 4

The police will try to find out
: what happened.

: You have the right to be interviewed
. asfewtimes as possible. You can use
© any words you want to explain what

- you saw, even if you think they might
be rude. Telling the truth and not

. hiding anythingis the best thing to do.

i Ifthe police tell the Public

. Prosecution Service about the

case, anditis to go to courtandyou

i have to give evidence, you have the

: right to discuss what will happen next
¢ with your link personin the Victim and
¢ Witness Care Unit. They will also look
. atwhat help you may need to tell

the court what happened.



Goingto court

You have the rightto be told if the
i caseisgoingtocourtandyouhave
¢ togive evidence. Someone from the

¢ Victim and Witness Care Unit will tell
. youabout this.

You have the right to be told if you
. have tospeakincourt, to tellwhat
: you saw, and be considered for

. special help todo this. This could

. include talking to the court from
aquietroomwitha TV orinthe

i courtroombehind ascreen. The

: judge, the defence lawyer and the

i public prosecutor may also take off
. their wigs and gowns. The judge will
. decide onall this.

. You have the rightto discuss any

. problemsor worries about giving
. evidence at courtwith your link

. personinthe NSPCC Young Witness
Service or the Victim and Witness

: Care Unit. If someone is making you
. feelscared, oris bullying you, about
. tellingwhat you saw, you should

¢ tellthe police or someone else that
. youtrust.

el6

The judge was
very caring
and considerate
and gave me
confidence
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Take adeep
breath



. Ifyouhave to give evidence
. you have the rightto be given
. information aboutimportant dates

going to court.

: If you have to give evidence you

. have the rightto ask your NSPCC

. youngwitnessvolunteerto see

. the court, before the case, to look
around. This might help you. You can
. gettosee the buildingand whatit’s

. like. You can see where you willgo

. totellthe courtand jury whatyou

. saw and you can ask questions about
what will happen on the day. You may
. alsobe able to practise using the

. equipmentinthe TV room to talk to

. peopleinthe courtroom.

. Inthe police station and at court, you
have the rightto be kept away from
. the alleged offender wherever

. possible.You also have the right

. toasktoenterthe courtbuilding

. through adifferentdoor fromthem
andsitin a separate waiting area,
: where possible.

. Meeting the lawyer can be

: confusing but helpful. Don’t be lost
i inwords. You should ask if you do

. for court (the trial) and details about :

not understand anything.

Giving evidence can be stressful but
. you have to be brave.

. Youwill see the judgein court. They
. aren’tas scary as they seem. Again
you can ask if you do not understand
: what people are telling you.

It's okay to
be upset



General

S

: Youhave the rightto be toldif you
have to give evidence and the date
. of the trial. You can ask for

¢ information or ask about things you
i are worried about at any time. Ask
. your link personin the Victim and
Witness Care Unitor the NSPCC

: Young Witness Service.

¢ If youdonotunderstand or

. speak English you have the
rightto accesstotranslation
. orinterpretation when:

. @ givingevidence to the police
©  oratcourt

Y receivinginformation about
important court dates

: @ beingtold about whathas

:  happenedinthecase.

. You have the rightto complainifyou :
. are not happy with how you have been
. treated.Youcanalsocomplainifthe
. rightsin this Charter have not been
met. Tell someone about this. If they
i don’tknow they won’t change.

You have the rightto be protected.

. Atany time you have the right to
discuss any problems you have with
: your link personin the Victim and

. Witness Care Unit.

Don’t be
afraid to ask
questions
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I'm not afraid
anymore
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Remember:
Helpis
athand

. 6.
After the trial

. After the case youare not completely
abandoned. You can receive ongoing
. help and support. If you need this

. after you have been to court, ask

i the NSPCC Young Witness Service

¢ or Victim and Witness Care Unit.



Alternative formats of this document
can be requested by contacting:

Victims and Witnesses Branch

Department of Justice

Castle Buildings

Stormont Estate

Belfast

BT4 3SG

Email: DOJSMVictimsand.WitnessesMailbox@justice-ni.x.gsi.gov.uk

With thanks to the NSPCC Craigavon
Young Witnesses Participation Group
(Team Awesome) for writing and helping
to design this booklet.
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