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Positive Individuals reported on 19th July 2020

Information on the number of positive individuals reported on 19th July 2020. There were no new positive

individuals reported in Pillar 1, and 9 new positive individuals reported in Pillar 2.

1 additional new positive individual was reported on 15/07/2020.

8 new positive individuals were reported on 17/07/2020.

The table below shows new positive individuals identified at 10am 19/07/2020.

Positive Individuals reported on 19th July 2020

Sample Date
TotalNumber of Positive 

Individuals 

15/07/2020 1

17/07/2020 8

Total 9



TECHNICAL NOTES: COVID-19 TESTING (1)

COVID-19 cases are identified by taking specimens from people at testing centres across Northern Ireland and sending these specimens to laboratories 
to be tested. If the test is positive, this is a referred to as a Laboratory Completed Test. The information currently reported by DoH refers ONLY to the 
number of laboratory completed tests for the SARS-COV2 virus at 9am each day for the 4 HSC Trust laboratories listed below. 

- Regional Virus Laboratory (Belfast);
- Antrim Testing Laboratory (commenced 23/03/2020);
- Craigavon Area Testing Laboratory (commenced 28/03/2020); and,
- Altnagelvin Area Testing Laboratory (commenced 03/04/2020).

Prior to testing commencing at Antrim, Craigavon Area and Altnagelvin, all laboratory completed tests for the SARS-COV2 virus in Northern Ireland 
were carried out by the Regional Virus Laboratory in Belfast.

National Testing Centres
Alongside testing by HSC Trust laboratories, there is a programme of testing for the SARS-COV2 virus being carried out at National Testing Centres
(mainly for Health Care / Key Workers) by appointment only; although, information on the outcome of samples (swabs) taken at these National Testing 
Centres is not presented in this dashboard. Samples taken at National Testing Centres will be sent to laboratories for analysis and will be reported as a 
laboratory completed test in due course. They should NOT be added to the Completed laboratory results presented above.

Currently, the National Testing Centres in NI are located at the following sites: the SSE Arena, City of Derry Rugby Club and Craigavon Test Centre.

DATA PROVISION
Daily extracts based on laboratory completed tests completed and authorised by each HSC laboratory are provided to the DoH at 9am, and refer to the 
position at the end of the previous working day. Data on authorised completed laboratory results for the Regional Virus Laboratory are provided via a 
secure data link at 12 midday and 18:30pm each day, whilst data on authorised completed laboratory results for the remaining laboratories 
(Altnagelvin, Craigavon Area and Antrim) are available to download from the Regional Data Warehouse at 4am each day.



TECHNICAL NOTES: COVID-19 TESTING (2)

DATA QUALITY

Data is currently provided by the 4 HSC laboratories in two separate ways; (i) a data extract from RVL Belfast, and (ii) a data extract for Antrim, Craigavon Area and 
Altnagelvin laboratories via the Regional Data Warehouse.

Quality assurance of this data is undertaken by the DoH using a combination of automated and semi-automated programmes, with manual checking both before 
and post processing. Data from each source are merged and duplicate reports are generated to identify any duplicate test records based on ‘Specimen Number’ 
(RVL) or ‘Ascension Number’ for other laboratories. Duplicate tests are then removed from the data at this stage.

Data quality issues around completeness of Health Care Number, Date of Birth, and Postcode have limited our ability to identify both duplicate tests and individuals 
tested. However, this has improved over recent weeks and the information from the start of February 2020 is refreshed each day to take account of this. 

It is also important to note that the information being reported by the DoH are derived from data extracts of LIVE Laboratory systems, and may therefore be revised 
or updated in subsequent data extracts. These revisions may improve issues around the completeness of the recording of the key variables above, but they may also 
provide information on additional tests for an individual that produced a positive laboratory
completed result, having previously tested negative. For these cases, the positive result will now be included and any previous negative results excluded from the 
report on individuals tested.

DATA REPORTING

Information provided by each HSC Trust Laboratory enables the DoH to report on the following:

- Number of individuals with a laboratory completed test for SARS-COV2 Virus;
- Number of individuals with a laboratory completed positive test for SARS-COV2 Virus;
- Number of individuals with a laboratory completed negative test for SARS-COV2 Virus; and,
- Total number of laboratory completed tests for SARS-COV2 Virus.

Data Presented by Date of Specimen
The data items listed above are presented by the date the specimen (swab) was taken from the individual being tested, rather than the date the laboratory tested, 
completed and authorised the result. Whilst this gives the most accurate analysis of how cases progress over time it does mean that the latest days’ figures are 
usually incomplete, so it shouldn’t be seen as a sudden large drop in cases. 

It is also important to note that most testing to date has been offered to those in hospital with a medical need as well as HSC key workers, rather than the general 
population, many with mild symptoms. So completed cases represent the typical population of people with severe disease, rather than all of those who get infected.



TECHNICAL NOTES: COVID-19 TESTING

Local Government District (LGD)
Laboratory completed tests are aggregated to Local Government Districts, though a number of cases cannot be matched to this geographical are due to 
missing / incorrect postcodes. For this reason the LGD count will not add up to the total number of individuals tested for No rthern Ireland.

KEY TERMS USED

Individuals Tested

Refers to the number of individuals who have had a laboratory completed test for the SARS-COV2 Virus since February 2020. If an individual has had 
more than one test for the SARS-COV2 Virus, only the first laboratory completed positive test result will be recorded, with all other results of laboratory 
completed tests excluded, regardless of when the test took place. 

Cumulative Individuals Tested

Refers to the total number of individuals who have had a laboratory completed test for the SARS-COV2 Virus since February 2020. This information is 
presented by the date the specimen (sample / swab) had been taken at a testing location, and does not refer to the date on wh ich the laboratory 
completed and authorised the result of the test.

Total Tests 

Refers to the total number of laboratory completed tests for the SARS-COV2 Virus. If an individual has had more than one laboratory completed test, 
each result will be counted.

Cumulative Total Tests

Refers to the total number of completed authorised laboratory tests for the SARS-COV2 Virus since February 2020. This information is presented by the 
date the specimen (sample / swab) had been taken at a testing location, and does not refer to the date on which the laboratory completed and 
authorised the result of the test.



TECHNICAL NOTES: COVID-19 TESTING

Laboratory Completed Test

Refers to the final stage of the testing process, whereby a specimen / sample (swab) has been taken at a testing location, th e specimen / sample has 
been booked and processed by a laboratory, and a result been completed and authorised by a laboratory technician.

Laboratory completed results for each of the HSC Trust Laboratories will be listed as one of the following; with only positiv e, negative and indeterminate 
results being included in individuals tested and total tests.

- Positive;
- Negative;
- Indeterminate;
- Not Tested (not included in individuals tested and total tests); or,
- Invalid (not included in individuals tested and total tests).



TECHNICAL NOTES: DASHBOARD UPDATES




