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NI DEADWEIGHT CATTLE PRICES WELL
AHEAD OF 2020

Figure 2: R3 steer prices in NI, GB and ROI during the 52 w/e 13 February 2021

Base quotes from the local processing
plants for in spec U-3 grading steers
and heifers ranged from 362-370p/kg
this week with similar quotes expected
for next week.

While some cattle will be bought within
the quoted base price, the range
generally acts as a starting point for
negotiation between producers and
processors. Figures indicate higher
prices are available than these base
quotes suggest, particularly for cattle
that meet current market

specifications for weight, grade, age,
farm quality assurance status, number
of farm residences, UK origin and days
on last farm.

Northern Ireland
The R3 steer price in Northern Ireland
last week was 382.5p/kg which is
down 3.4p/kg from the week before.
Figure 1 displays R3 steer deadweight
prices in Northern Ireland during 2021
against 2020 and the 5 year average.
As outlined in the graph below,
although there has been a slight

Figure 1: R3 steer price in NI during 2020, 2021 and the 5 year average
Source: LMC Deadweight Cattle Price Reporting
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downward movement in the last couple
of weeks, R3 steer deadweight prices
during 2021 have been well ahead of
both 2020 prices and the average
prices across the last five years during
the same period. In the week ending
15 February 2020 the R3 steer price in
Northern Ireland was 340.1p/kg. This
is 42.4p/kg behind current levels
which is the equivalent of £148 on a
350kg carcase. Similarly, the current
level of trade is 39.6p/kg ahead of the
five year average price in Northern
Ireland during the corresponding
period which equates to £139 on a
350kg carcase.

Great Britain

The deadweight cattle trade in Great
Britain has been operating at similar
levels to Northern lIreland in recent
weeks as outlined in Figure 2. At
several stages over the past 52 week
period deadweight prices in Great
Britain have been operating ahead of
Northern Ireland prices however this
differential has been significantly
reduced in recent months. The R3
steer price in Great Britain last week
was 380.6p/kg, almost 2p/kg behind
the price paid in Northern Ireland.

Source: LMC/DAFM/AHDB
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Republic of Ireland

Prices in Ireland are significantly lower
than equivalent prices in Northern
Ireland as outlined in Figure 2. There
has been a large differential between
Northern Ireland and Ireland since
early April last year with the largest
differential in the last 52 week period
recorded in November at 49.3p/kg.

The R3 steer price in Ireland last week
was the equivalent of 334.2p/kg,

. ir b
= o Y Qé’ \e(\ &

P S . S g

48.3p/kg behind the price in Northern
Ireland. This equates to a £169
differential on a 350kg carcase.

The importance of the UK retail trade
to the Northern Ireland beef industry
value chain has been even more
pronounced since the first period of
Covid-19 lockdown in March 2020 and
cementing our position as a key
supplier of UK origin beef within this
domestic market remains a key priority
for both industry operators and LMC.



LAMB GRADING OVERVIEW
QUARTER 4 2020

Lamb throughput in Northern Ireland
during the final quarter of 2020 was
well ahead of the same period in 2019.
Throughput totalled 121,679 head, up
almost 15,000 head from 2019 levels
which equates to a 14 per cent
increase year on year.

Analysis of deadweight lamb price
reporting statistics have shown fat
class scores during quarter 4 2020
have remained fairly similar to 2019
levels during the same period.
However, figures indicate there have
been some changes to the
conformation scores achieved during
this period.
Fat Class

The proportion of lambs killed in local
plants awarded fat class 1 or fat class
5 during quarter 4 of 2020 was very

small. These levels remain similar to
the same period in 2019.

During the period from October to
December 2020, 20 per cent of lambs
achieved a fat class 2, down two per
cent from the same period in 2019.

During quarter 4 2020 the majority of
lambs were killed out at fat class 3.
The proportion of price reported lambs
meeting this fat class totalled 70 per
cent which is unchanged from the final
quarter of 2019.

A small proportion of price reported
lambs continue to be awarded fat class
4L and 4H. During the final quarter of
2020 nine per cent of lamb Kill
achieved a 4L fat cover while one per
cent of lambs were awarded a 4H fat

Table 1: Conformation scores achieved by lambs killed in NI during quarter 4

2020 and 2019. Source: DAERA

E U
2019 1% 37%
2020 2% 42%

R (0) P
60% 2% 0%
54% 3% 0%

FQAS Helpline

If you have had a recent inspection and need help and advice to

rectify any non-conformances, contact the FQAS helpline:
Tel: 028 9263 3024

cover. These levels have marginally
increased from the same period in
2019.

Conformation Scores

Current market specifications require
lambs to meet U and R conformation
scores. The proportion of lambs
meeting these grades during the final
quarter of 2020 was 96 per cent which
is very similar to 2019 levels when 97
per cent of lambs met these
conformation scores.

However while the overall proportion of
lambs killed in Northern Ireland
meeting market specification for grade
has remained steady there has been
some changes in the proportion of
lambs achieving each grade year on
year as outlined in Table 1.

The proportion of lambs achieving a U
grade has increased to 42 per cent, up
five per cent from quarter 4 2019.
Meanwhile the proportion of R grading
lambs totalled 54 per cent during the
final quarter of 2020. This is a decline
of six per cent from the same period in
2019.

Answerphone Service
Factory Quotes & Mart Results
Updated 5pm Daily
Tel: 028 9263 3011

GB PRIME CATTLE
KILL UPDATE

Prime cattle throughput in Great
Britain totalled 137,206 head during
January 2021. This was a decrease of
over 3,000 head or two per cent from
January 2020 levels according to the
latest available data from DEFRA.

The number of prime cattle processed
in England and Wales during January
2021 has decreased while Scotland
has recorded an increase in
throughput during this period year on
year as outlined in Figure 3.

Prime cattle throughput in England
and Wales totalled 100,412 head

during January 2021. This equatesto a
six per cent decline in throughput
during January 2021 compared to the
previous year.

The number of prime cattle processed
in Scotland during January 2021
totalled 36,794 head, up 3,833 head
from January 2020 levels.

The decline in number of prime cattle
processed in England and Wales
counterbalanced the increase
recorded in Scotland leading to a
decline in throughput for Great Britain
as a whole.

Figure 3: Prime cattle throughput in GB by region during January 2021 and

2020. Source: DEFRA
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Text Service

Free weekly price quotes sent to your mobile phone
Email - bulletin@imcni.com
Tel: 028 9263 3000
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WEEKLY BEEF & LAMB MARKETS

Deadweight Cattle Trade

Base quotes from the major beef processing plants in NI for in-spec U-3
grading steers and heifers have come under some pressure and ranged
between 362-370p/kg this week. The majority of plants are quoting from
366-370p/kg. The deadweight cow trade has firmed with base quotes for

WEIGHT CATTLE PRICES (UK / ROI)

CATTLE TRADE T WeERS DEADWERHT CATLE P U 700
W/E Northern| Rep of I Northern | Midlands | Southern
13/02/21 Ireland | Ireland Scotland England | & Wales | England
u3

NI FACTORY BASE QUOTES FOR CATTLE

This Week Next Week ) : 3842 3422 387.3 3831 3846 3843 3849
P/KG DW, 0+3 grading cows of 265-280p/kg this week.
® ) 15/02/21 22/02/21 g g p/ke R3 3825 3342 3867 3829 3786 3769 380.6
Prime Prime cattle throughput in local plants last week totalled 6,839 head, |Steers R4 3785 3354 3877 3851 3769 3743 3836
U-3 362 - 370p 364 - 370p back 126 head from the previous week. This is also back just over 100 03 370.7 3204 370.8 3644 3587 355.0 3602
R-3 356 - 364p 358 - 364p head from the corresponding week in 2020 when 6,940 prime cattle were AVG 373.4 3832 3776 3705 3674 3751
killed in local plants. Meanwhile cow throughput in local plants increased u3 387.0 350.6 3962 388.6 3899 3870 390.6
0+3 350-358p 352-358p by 229 head last week to total 1,883 cows, a similar throughput compared R3 3820 3380 3800 3835 3806 3769 3814
P+3 296 - 308p 298 -308p to the same week in 2020. Heifers R4 3789 3389 387.8 3812 3780 3752 3821
Including bonus where applicable 03 371.6 3264 3735 3625 357.0 355.8 360.0
Cows Imports of cattle from ROI for direct slaughter in local plants last week AVG 372.8 3860 3754 3700 3670 375.0
W . ) . .
!ncrealsefd to sglztpgmte pa;tcl)ezin?hn cows, this ltstlth'e hlgr;eztfleveleoé U3 367.9 3271 3787 357.0 3704 3756 370.7
0+3 & better 265 - 280p 265 - 280p imports from ROl to date in 2021. There were no cattle imported from Young R ORI C R YR Y 373: B
last week for direct slaughter in local plants. Exports of cattle out of NI for
Steakers 140 - 170p 140 - 170p . ; . o . Bulls 03 354.7 303.6 3648 3742 3449 3387 3555
direct slaughter have continued at relatively low levels with five prime
Blues 120 - 130p 120 - 130p cattle and 29 cows destined for processing plants in ROl last week with AC - Eeas
; ; Prime Cattl
Cow quotes vary depending on weight and grade. no cattle exported from NI to GB for direct slaughter during 2021 to date. Png:ge;rtzd 5583 6788 6993 7974 4868 26623
Pricing policies vary from plant to plant. Producers are advised to
check pricing policies before presenting cattle for slaughter. The NI deadweight trade for prime cattle has come under pressure last 03 2811 2617 2734 2757 2722 2683 2729
week with the majority of steer and heifer prices back in the region of 2- 04 2811 2613 2759 2745 2721  271.0 2733
5p/kg. The average steer price in Nl was back 2.4p/kg to 373.4p/kg with Cows P2 240.7 2341 2231 2314 2241 2351 2279
REPORTED NI W[OSV (el °r/ke. The average steer price In NI p/ke p/kgwi
the R3 steer price back by 3.4p/kg to 382.5p/kg which puts it 42p/kg P3 260.6 2491 2319 2463 246.7 251.0 2468
W/E Young above the R3 steer price in the same week last year. The average NI heifer AVG 256.6 268.6 2612 246.7 2474 253.0

price was back just over 5p/kg to 372.8p/kg last week with the R3 heifer
price back by almost 3p/kg to 382p/kg which puts it 40p/kg ahead of

13/02/21 Bulls Notes: (i) Prices are p/kg Sterling-ROI prices converted at 1 euro=87.76p Stg

(ii) Shading indicates a lower price than the previous week.

u3 383.6 387.0 368.0 the R3 heifer price in same week in 2020. The average young bull price (iii) AVG is the average of all grades in the category, not just those listed
in NI last week was 360.3p/kg, back just over 2p/kg from the previous

R3 380.3 380.2 366.3 week. Meanwhile last week the average cow price in NI decreased by LE MART PRICES NI

043 3724 373.4 367.7 2.2p/kg to 256.6p/kg with the O3 cow price up by 0.4p/kg to 281.1p/kg. W/E QUALITY 2nd QUALITY

13/02/21

In GB last week the deadweight trade for prime cattle has also come under

“Prices exclude AA, HER and Organic cattle pressure with the average steer price back almost 3p/kg to 375.1p/kg. | Finished Cattle (p/kg)
REPORTED COW PRICES NI - P/KG The R3 steer price in GB decreased by 2.4p/kg last week to 380.6p/kg St?er_s 227 241 230 200 226 214
when compared to the previous week. Last week the average heifer price | Friesians 74 179 177 160 174 169
W/E Weight Bands in GB declined by 1.7p/kg to 375p/kg with the R3 heifer price back by a | Heifers 224 250 228 205 223 214
13/02/21 s?milar margin to 381.4p/kg. Hovyever the cow trade ip GB has'sr.lown Bec.af Cows 165 208 180 125 164 145
signs of improvement last week with average prices up in the majority of | Dairy Cows 118 153 125 100 117 108
regions. The average GB cow price was up 2.6p/kg to 253p/kg which | Store Cattle (p/kg)

P1 172.3 186.4 192.4 207.9 | places it 3.6p/kg behind the equivalent price in NI. Bullocks up to 400kg 245 294 265 215 244 227
Bullocks 400kg - 500k 235 274 250 210 234 220
P2 2001 224 2l BT Deadweight cattle prices also declined in ROI last week from the previous | Bullocks over g,go()kg g 215 227 220 180 214 200
P3 204.6 235.3 254.2 264.3 week. This along with a strengthening sterling has meant prices for all | Heifers up to 450kg 235 275 250 200 234 218
classes of prime cattle were back in the region of 4-6p/kg in sterlingterms. | eifers over 450kg 220 248 234 190 219 205

03 255.1 266.8 282.4 The R3 steer price in ROI was bagk just over 4p/kg to the equivalent of Dropped Calves (£/head)
334.2p/kg whne.the R3 heifer price was back by 4.7p/kg to 33§p/kg. Continental Bulls 375 475 415 270 370 320
04 230.0 280.0 296.7 280.9 The 03 cow price !n ROl last week decregsed by 6.7p/kg to the equivalent Continental Heifers 350 510 385 250 345 285
o ors of.26.1.7p/kg. This puts the O3 cow price at 19.4p/kg below the same Friesian Bulls 200 240 220 150 195 175

- - - price in NI. B

Holstein Bulls 150 240 180 2 145 80




SHEEP TRADE
NI SHEEP BASE QUOTES

Next Week
22/02/21

This Week

R3 Hoggets up to 22kg

(with one processor paying 540 - 550p 565p
up to 23kg)
REPORTED SHEEP PRICES
W/E W/E I/E
(P/KG) 30/01/21 | 06/02/21 | 13/02/21
NI L/W Hoggets 485.5 495.1 510.8
NI D/W Hoggets 530.0 530.8 543.9
GB D/W Hoggets 558.4 580.6 593.3
ROI D/W 513.9 530.8 538.8

Deadweight Sheep Trade

Quotes from the local processing plants for R3 grading hoggets continued
to strengthen with quotes towards the end of this week of 550-560p/kg
up to 22kg with one processor continuing to pay up to 23kg. Last week
the number of hoggets processed through the local plants totalled 7,433
head. This was marginally up from the previous week and well above the
5,660 hoggets processed in the same week last year. Exports of hoggets
to ROI for direct slaughter decreased by 637 head last week to total 3,657
head. This accounted for a third of the total output from the NI sheep flock.
The average deadweight price in NI increased by just over 13p/kg last
week to 543.9p/kg, while the average liveweight price increased by
15.7p/kg to 510.8p/kg. In the same week in 2020 the average NI
deadweight and liveweight hogget prices reported were 447p/kg and
428p/kg respectively.

Liveweight Sheep Trade

The marts are continuing to report a firmer trade for hoggets than last
week with smaller numbers passing through the sale rings this week. In
Massereene on Monday 328 hoggets sold from 520-543p/kg compared
to last week when 506 hoggets sold from 500-533p/kg. In Rathfriland
this week 387 hoggets sold from 500-550p/kg (avg 518p/kg) compared
to 400 hoggets last week selling from 495-557p/kg (avg 513p/kg). In
Enniskillen on Wednesday 618 hoggets sold from 520-558p/kg, compared
to 632 hoggets last week selling from 486-533p/kg. The trade for well
fleshed ewes has remained firm with top reported prices ranging from
£122-£187.

Information supplied by LMC / DAERA/ AHDB/ DAFM

LMC does not guarantee the accuracy or completeness of any third party information provided in or included with this publication.

LMC hereby disclaims any responsibility for error, omission or inaccuracy in the information, misinterpretation or any other loss,
disappointment, negligence or damage caused by reliance on third party information.
Not for further publication or distribution without prior permission from LMC

LATEST SHEEP MARTS (P/KG LW)

To: 18/02/21

RN

Saturday Swatragh 450 435 530 -
Monday Massereene 328 520 543 -
Kilrea 360 530 605 -
Tuesday Saintfield 288 500 550 -

Rathfriland 387 500 550 518

Wednesday Ballymena 1803 500 604 525
Enniskillen 618 520 558 -
Armoy 586 535 600 -
Markethill 750 520 557 -

Strict Covid - 19 restrictions are in place
across all of the livestock marts

Contact us

T: 028 9263 3000
E: bulletin@Imcni.com
W: www.Imcni.com



