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CHARTING A COURSE FOR THE ECONOMY 

 

INTERNATIONAL EVIDENCE PACK 

 

 

International Evidence & Experience 

 

Summary 

 

1. Around the world economies are starting to lift lockdown measures with more set 

to follow during May and June, albeit that lifting very much involves social 

distancing measures being kept in place. In each of the countries looked at, 

balancing the lifting of restrictions to reduce economic and social damage and 

keeping COVID-19‘s R-rate under control will be the main driver for economies 

over the coming months. 

 

2. In summary, the findings of the review of the international evidence in Part A would 

be characterised as follows:  

 Most countries have commenced an easing of lockdown. Federal countries 

have taken a more varied approach with different states having different 

timelines for easing restrictions, depending on the total number of covid-19 

cases. 

 Most governments have published roadmaps of a phased approach to easing 

lockdown restrictions to keep the level of transmission low but increase 

economic and social activity.  

 Most countries have balanced economic and societal easing and have 

introduced economic stimulus packages to help stimulate economic growth 

after lockdown.  

 Most countries have taken a phased approach which means certain sectors 

cannot reopen until a previous phase has been successful in keeping 

transmission levels low.  

 Most countries have focused on allowing the construction and manufacturing 

sectors to reopen first with social distancing measures in place, retail has been 

the next sector to reopen followed by bars and restaurants in a later phase.  

 

3. With most countries having focused on construction and manufacturing sectors, 

followed by retail, Part B then provides a guide to the timing choices made by 

countries and regions internationally. Setting aside countries such as China which 

was impacted much earlier, there is significant concentration of timings 

commencing in May 2020, and also in many cases running into June 2020.  
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PART A of COVID-19 International Research 

 

How are Governments around the world approaching the easing of lockdown 

restrictions? 

 

The timeline below outlines the pathways for easing of economic and social 

restrictions for range of countries. Details of the supporting policies, re-opening 

activities and country statistics can be found in the subsequent tables. 

 
 

 
 

 

4 May: Bars and 
restaurants open for 

takeaway.
Ciampino and Florence 

airport open

Italy

Spain

U.S

Easing of Covid-19 restrictions – Economic activities 

France

Germany

Canada

First Covid-19 death

Lockdown imposedK
e

y:

18 May: Retail, 
museums and 

libraries open. Sport 
teams can hold 
group trainings

June (tentative): 
Hair dressers, 

salons, bars and 
restaurants open 

for dine-in service

China

Social activity 

Economic activity 

26 February
(Possibly earlier)

8 March22 February

3 March 16 March

17 March

22 March

22 March in 
New York

End of March, 32 out of 
50 states in lockdown

15 February

9 March

11 May: Small business and 
hotels open.

Bars and restaurants open 
outdoor terraces with 50% 

capacity

Late May: 
Theatres and 
cinemas with 
33% capacity

11 March

End of June: Shops 
open with 50% 

capacity and 6 ft 
between customers

18 March Closing borders

First recorded 
death 13 January. 
Lockdown in 
Wuhan 23 January

11 May: People who can 
work from home continue 
to do so. Staggered start 
times for those returning 

to work

End of May: 
Decision will  be 

made when bars 
and restaurants can 

reopen

End of April/Beginning of May: 29 states are partially opening up, and 
an additional 6 are planning to reopen by mid-May. Different states 

allow different services, ranging from salons, to entertainment, retail  
and restaurants 

4 May: 
Hair salons 

reopen20 April: Shops 
smaller than 
800   

16 May: 
Bundesliga football 

matches resume 
behind closed 

doors

Before end 
of May: All 

shops 
reopen

7 May: Hong Kong 
bars, gyms and 

cinemas are 
opened

4 May:
All provinces are relaxing their lockdown 

measures to different extents on the 4th of May. 
Some allow opening of outdoor restaurants, and 

retailers, non-urgent health care, l ibraries etc. 

February JulyMarch April May June August September

September 
(tentative): 

Schools 
reopenItaly

Spain

U.S

Easing of Covid-19 restrictions – Social activities 

France

Germany

February JulyMarch April May June August September

Canada

First Covid-19 death

Lockdown imposed
June 

(tentative): 
Kindergarten 

& day 
nurseries

May: 
Funerals 
resume 

outdoors 
with 15 

people max

18 May:  
Sport 

teams can 
hold 

group 
trainings

China

Social activity 

Economic activity 

26 February
(Possibly earlier)

8 March22 February

3 March 16 March

17 March

22 March

22 March in 
New York

End of March, 32 out of 
50 states in lockdown

15 February

9 March

11 May: 
Religious 
services 

resume with 
33% capacity

11 March

End of 
June: 

Beaches 
reopen

2 May: People 
allowed outside 

for walks in 
assigned time 

slots 

18 March 
Closing borders

First recorded 
death 13 January. 
Lockdown in 
Wuhan 23 January

11 May: Partial 
reopening of schools.

No permission slip 
needed to travel within 

100km

1 June: Beaches 
remain closed 
until  at least 

June 1st

End of April/Beginning of May: 
Majority of states have expired their 
stay at home regulations 

Before end 
of May: 

Schools to 
gradually 

reopen

Early May: Schools 
gradually reopening in 

China’s biggest cities with 
temperature checks and 

social distancing 

K
e

y:

May: Nursing 
homes allowed 

visits from 1 
specific person

4 May:
People in New Brunswick and 

Newfoundland have been told to create 
‘bubbles’ between two households, with 

whom they can socialise. 
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Also, of note within the last week: 

 

 The Czech Republic reopened cinemas on May 11 with 100-person capacity, 

2 weeks ahead of schedule; 

 Norway reopened cinemas on May 7, with a cap of 50 people per screening; 

 3 border crossings between Italy and Switzerland reopened on May 4. They are 

open Monday- Friday only, with restricted hours, and are intended primarily for 

cross-border workers from Italy who commute to their Swiss jobs; 

 Switzerland reopened primary and lower secondary schools on May 11; 

 New Zealand is planning to start moving from their alert level 3 to level 2 on 

Thursday 14 with the opening of retail, malls, cafes, restaurants, playgrounds 

and gyms. Schools will return to classes May 18, and bars will open May 21. 

However, groupings such as parties, weddings and funerals, will be capped at 

10 people; 

 Wuhan has recorded its’ first new case in over a month. 

 

The map below summaries the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions for European countries 

for the period of 4-18 May. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: European Union 
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Government Actions taken in Italy: 
Population: 60,470,000 

Total number of deaths: 30,395 (10 May, 194 new deaths) 

Mortality Rate: 13.9% 

Economic Stimulus Package: 1.4% share of fiscal stimulus of total GDP (28US$B) as of 28 April. 

 
 

 

Government Actions taken in Spain: 
Population: 46,940,000 

Total number of deaths: 26,478 (10 May, 227 new deaths) 

Mortality rate: 11.9% 

Economic Stimulus Package: 1.5% share of fiscal stimulus in total GDP (21US$B) as of 1 April. 
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Government Actions taken in France: 
Population: 70,000,000 

Total number of deaths: 26,268 (10 May, 80 new deaths) 

Mortality rate: 14.9% 

Economic Stimulus Package: 4% share of fiscal stimulus in total GDP (111US$B) as of 17 April. 

 

 
 

 

Government Actions taken in Germany: 
Population: 83,020,000 

Total number of deaths: 7,395 (10 May, 26 new deaths) 

Mortality rate: 4.4% 

Economic Stimulus Package: 4.3% share of fiscal stimulus in total GDP (173US$B) as of 17 April. 
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Government Actions taken in China: 

Population: 1,438,555,671 

Total number of deaths: 4,633 (question mark over accuracy) 

Mortality rate: TBC 

Economic Stimulus Package: 2.4% share of fiscal stimulus in total GDP (370US$B) as of 29 April. 

 

 

 

 

 Government Actions taken in Canada: 
Population: 37,742,154 

Total number of deaths: 4,871 

Mortality rate: TBC 

Economic Stimulus Package: 7.7% share of fiscal stimulus in total GDP (140US$B) as of 13 April. 
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 Government Actions taken in the US: 
Population: 331,002,651 

Current Death Rate: 80,574 

Mortality rate: 6% 

Economic Stimulus Package: 10.9% share of fiscal stimulus in total GDP (2,442US$B) as of 1 April. 

 
“We need tracing and tracking that goes along with that testing so you can make sure 

you have people self-isolating if they've been exposed to somebody”  

– Gov Pritzker, Illinois 

 

US state re-opening map  

 
 

“Our hope is that we will start to slowly reengage sectors of our economy in a way that 

keeps our employees and our customers safe alike”  

- Gov. Whitmer, Michigan 
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Summary of Government Actions taken elsewhere: 
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Part B of COVID-19 International Research: 
 

International Timetables for Reopening Manufacturing, Construction and Retail 
 
Italy 

 4 May – Construction and manufacturing, wholesale retail linked to manufacturing 
and construction reopen 

 18 May – Retail reopens 
 
Spain 

 13 April – Construction and manufacturing reopen. The owners of the companies 
have to supply or provide personal protective equipment, people have to maintain at 
least two metres of social distancing and avoid taking public transport 

 11 May – Small business can reopen 

 End of June – Shops will be allowed to open at half capacity with distancing of two 
meters between clients. 

 
France  

 22 April - Toyota plant resumes production  

 11 May – Non-essential retailers reopen 
 
Germany  

 April 20 - Small shops, hardware stores and car dealerships allowed to reopen  

 April 20 – Car manufacturing reopen  

 Before end of May – all shops reopen 
 
China 

 End of February – Factories slowly began to reopen. At least eight provinces and 
regions downgraded their emergency levels, allowing people to return to work 

 11 March – Factories in Hubei allowed to reopen  

 30 March – Shops and shopping malls reopen in Wuhan 
 
Canada (Different provinces have different reopening dates) 

 Retail mainly reopens mid-May, construction and manufacturing reopen early to mid-
May with limitations 

 Mid May – Retail open in British Colombia  

 14 May – Retail open in Alberta 

 19 May – Retail open Saskatchewan 

 4 May – Retail open Manitoba 

 4 May – Construction reopen with limitations in Ontario 

 11 May – Retail open Ontario 

 11 May – Construction and Manufacturing open in Quebec with restrictions, full 
opening 25 May 

 4 May – Retail with exterior exit open in Quebec 
 
U.S (Different provinces have different reopening dates) 

 Construction, manufacturing and retail vary between early to mid-May for various 
States 

 4 May – Construction and manufacturing reopen in Ohio 

 11 May – Construction and manufacturing reopen in some states with social 
distancing measures or capacity limitations (Kentucky, Michigan) 

 15 May – Retail reopens (Pennsylvania) 
 

 

 


