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Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Red 
Route 

Description – A 4.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £83.201m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £113.404m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

ENVIRONMENT 

Air Quality 

Red Route is forecasted to have a beneficial local air quality effect 
by removing a proportion of traffic (particularly HDVs) from the city 
centre, leading to less congestion and reduced pollution. Two 
existing AQMAs would be indirectly affected as a result of removal 
of some strategic traffic from the city. However, the change would 
likely not be significant enough to result in the AQMAs being 
revoked. In terms of impacts upon sensitive vegetation, the Red 
Route would be least preferred. 

NO2 and PM10 levels at each assessed receptor would be ‘Well 
Below’ the NAQS limit values and the significance of effect in all 
cases would be Negligible, irrespective of the absolute adverse or 
beneficial change concentrations. The route would however result 
in an increase in regional emissions. 

Number of properties within 200m of indicative alignment centreline: 

Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 
Centreline – 

50m 
50-100m 100-150m 150-200m Total 

10 11 15 7 43 

Cultural Heritage 

Red Route has the possibility of impacting upon a 1600’s battle 
site (ARM029:042), four tree ring sites in Fathom Lower 
(ARM029:020; ARM029:021; ARM029:022; ARM029:023), the 
former lines of the Industrial Heritage Record GNR Branch Line 
from Goraghwood to Warrenpoint (00478) and the Newry and 
Greenore Railway (00538), long-established woodland of historic 
value at Fathom Upper (WT895) whilst also crossing the 
boundaries between the townland of Cloghogue with Fathom 
Upper. 

The crossing of the Newry River may also impact upon 
shipwrecks in the river and upon the setting of the Newry Ship 
Canal (especially Victoria Lock); the bridge carrying the Barracric 
Road over the Belfast-Dublin railway line; and Fathom House & its 
associated Belvedere Tower. 

Nine low value assets would be at risk of direct physical impact, as detailed under 
qualitative impacts. 

Large Adverse 

Five assets of unknown value would be at risk of direct physical impact, including 
areas of palaeoenvironmental potential and the possible site of the former 
Wellington Inn while the river crossing could impact upon at least three recorded 
shipwrecks. 

Has the potential to impact upon the setting of a range of heritage assets, including 
the Newry Ship Canal, the B+ listed Church of the Sacred Heart (and associated B1 
listed gates and walling and its non-designated Parochial House), the high value B2 
listed Belvedere Tower (Fathom Lower), the low value undated enclosure or ‘fort’ in 
Fathom Lower and three low value areas of historic woodland in Fathom Lower, 
comprising ancient woodland (WT896) and long-established woodland (WT940 & 
WT907). 

Ecology & Nature 
Conservation 

Carlingford Shore SAC is approximately 3.5km south-east of the 
Red Route. A bridge approximately 480m long would traverse 
Carlingford Lough ASSI. Piers would be required through the 
estuarine sediments. Habitat connectivity between Fathom Upper 
ASSI and Fathom Lower Woods & Grasslands SLNCI would be 
fragmented. The Red Route would have major direct impacts on 
several SLNCIs (including very significant adverse impacts upon 
ancient and long-established woodland). This route also traverses 
agricultural land with numerous hedgerows. As Priority Habitat 
and important wildlife corridors, hedgerow loss would be 
detrimental, causing habitat fragmentation for local wildlife. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Large Adverse 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
           
 

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

 

    
   

  
   

  
    

 

    
   

 
    

  

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
    

 
   

   
   

  
  

 
   

   
  

 
 

     
 

  
 

   
  

 

    
 

 

    
   

  
   

   

 

      
      

    
  

      
    

    
 

      
   

  

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Red 
Route 

Description – A 4.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £83.201m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £113.404m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

Landscape Effects 

Slight encroachment into Mourne AONB, though the route would 
have a significant impact on the Ring of Gullion AONB, resulting in 
significant loss of mature woodland vegetation, in combination 
with major earthworks on the western valley side. However, the 
road would follow contours as much as possible. Would however 
require the removal of large areas of long established woodland 
as well as sections of ancient woodland. 

The bridge crossing would potentially divide the river basin and 
indeed the overall river valley into two parts by creating a strong 
visual and physical barrier when viewed from the A2. Red Route is 
least preferred as it would cross the river valley at its widest point 
resulting in maximum landscape and visual impact. 

The limited number of receptors would minimise visual impacts 
over this section of the route. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Landscape 

Large Adverse to Very Large 
Adverse 

Visual 

Moderate Adverse to Large 
Adverse 

Land Use 

Would not encroach into the settlement development limit as 
designated in the Banbridge / Newry & Mourne Area Plan 2015. 
Would marginally encroach into Narrow Water Forest SLNCI, but 
cause no severance. Would encroach into and sever the most 
southerly (and by far the largest) of the three parcels associated 
with Fathom Lower Woods & Grasslands SLNCI resulting in 
significant losses from this zoned area and a significant impact 
upon its nature conservation, setting and amenity value. All route 
options would traverse a similar length of agricultural land. Would 
not affect any designated Community areas or facilities; however, 
the route may affect publically accessible woodland at Fathom 
Forest. Would have by far the greatest impact on Forest Service 
woodlands and long-established/ancient woodland. Would impact 
the greatest amount of non-Forest Service woodland. Would 
include a bascule bridge over the canal to negate any restriction 
on ship passage. 

Seven properties at risk of demolition (including six residential properties and one 
commercial property). 

Slight Adverse - Large Adverse 
Five residential properties at risk of private land loss, all being subject to minor 
impacts. 

Six planning applications at risk of direct impacts. For those that are still extant, the 
impact would be minor. 

Noise & Vibration 

Would have the lowest number of receptors, both within 50m, (the 
zone where noise levels would be greatest), and within 300m. 

Would require a significant degree of earthworks (cutting and 
embankments) and bridge works, though as it is not located close 
to the more populous part of Newry, this would be preferred. 

When comparing the Do-Minimum in the Baseline Year (year of opening) with the 
Do-Something in the Future Year (15th Year) for the Red Route, 62 properties 
would experience a less than 10% increase in noise nuisance. 7 would experience a 
10-20% increase in noise nuisance, and 3 would experience no change. 

Under this scenario, it is predicted that the 68 dB LA10, 18hr value would be exceeded 
at 7 properties under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario. It is noted that 6 of these 
properties would exceed this value under the ‘Do-Minimum’ scenario due to the 
existing road network. 

There are 17 properties which would be exposed to levels in excess of 55 dB Lnight, 

outside under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario in the Future assessment year. 

Neutral – Large Adverse 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
           
 

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

 

 

  
    

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

 
   

     
      

   

    
 

 

 
 

  

  
   

  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
   

      
 

       

    
 

  
 

      
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

   

   

   

 
  

 

 
  

 

  

  

  

  

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Red 
Route 

Description – A 4.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £83.201m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £113.404m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

Vehicle Travellers 

New and interesting views would be opened-up. 

Currently, driver stress levels through the affected road network of 
Newry are considered to be ‘High’, and would be expected to 
reduce on completion of the scheme. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Views : Moderate Beneficial 

Driver Stress: Moderate Beneficial 

Road Drainage & 
the Water 
Environment 

Would not directly affect any designated or known shellfishery 
beds. It would however traverse Carlingford Lough ASSI. 

Would not be located within the Q100 river and surface water 
floodplain associated with the Newry River or the Q200 Sea 
Floodplain associated with the Newry Estuary. 

The feeder stream to Bensons Glen Fish Hatchery would be 
directly affected. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Adverse 

Geology & Soils 

Would potentially have a greater impact on soils as a result of its 
rural location and overall length. Would potentially have a lower 
potential impact on contaminated soils/groundwater. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse 

ECONOMY 
Transport 
Economic 
Efficiency 

Significantly reduced peak and off-peak journey times on the road 
network in the 2023 year of opening compared to existing routes 
by avoiding the congested urban road network within Newry City 
Centre. 

For the Opening Year: RTF 2015 Growth TEE (RTF 2015 Growth) 

Total Vehicle-Hours Saved (Two-Way): 214,000 
Consumer 
PVB: 

£67.337m 

Average Journey Time Change 
(Mins/Veh): 

8.9 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carrickcarnan 
3.2 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Camlough 
6.0 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carnbane 
3.9 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Sheepbridge 
3.6 mins saved on strategic route 
Greenbank Rbt to / from 
Carrickcarnan 
-0.5 mins saved on strategic route 
City Centre to / from Carrickcarnan 

Business PVB: £38.340m 

Private PVB: £0.342m 

ITR PVB: -£1.734m 

Emissions 
PVB: 

£0.294m 

Government 
Funding PVC: 

£59.262m 

Overall PVB £109.498m 

Overall PVC £59.899m 

NPV £49.599m 

BCR 1.828 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
           
 

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

 
   

       
    

 

 
 

   
   

    
   
 

  
 

  

  
  

   
 

 

 

 
   

 

  
   

  
    

  

     
  

 

 
 

     

 
 

   
   

   

   

  
     

      
 
  

  

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
    

 
 

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Red 
Route 

Description – A 4.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £83.201m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £113.404m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

Improved journey time reliability through the provision of a Newry 
Reliability Southern Relief Road to address acknowledged operational N/A – Qualitative Assessment Only 

congestion through Newry City Centre. 

Would potentially affect two alleged PROWs, (at Middlebank, and 
Hillhead Road), and cross the Ring of Gullion Waymarked Way. 

The proposed high off-road cycle and walking greenway to be 
developed along Middlebank would be indirectly impacted in terms 
of setting. 

Pedestrians, 
Cyclists & 
Equestrians 

Would impact on existing and proposed National Cycle Networks / 
Sustrans proposals. 

No known equestrian facilities would be directly affected. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 

Would impact on the setting/amenity of the Ship Canal as an 
angling facility. 

Likely significant reduction in traffic on Kilmorey Street and overall 
reduction in rat-running. 

Significant savings in the number of accidents and the number of 
serious and slight casualties due to the provision of a Newry 

Growth Accidents Deaths Serious Slight 
Accidents PVB (RTF 2015 
Growth) 

Accidents Southern Relief Road to remove traffic from the heavily trafficked 
junctions on the urban road network within Newry City Centre, 
based on the application of national accident characteristics. 

RTF 2015 
Growth 

140.9 -0.2 13.7 161.9 £4.918m 

SOCIAL 

Community 
Severance 

Significant volumes of traffic would continue to be drawn into the 
city from all directions; however the relief of some of the traffic on 
the urban road network may improve access to community 
facilities, with a possible reduction in vehicular/pedestrian conflict 
due to the slight easing of congestion. 

The benefit of relieving some traffic and slight easing of 
congestion may also be experienced throughout the wider network 
of urban roads which have become heavily used routes by traffic 
wishing to avoid/bypass the congested areas. Not only may this 
lead to improved access to community facilities throughout the 
wider urban area, but also partially reduce the degree of 
community severance. It may also serve to encourage journeys 
into the city by those previously deterred by the high levels of 
traffic on the city roads. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Access to the local road network would be maintained for local 

Access to Public 
Transport 

Ulsterbus services linking the surrounding towns and villages. The 
route would likely result in reduction in delays for public transport 
services through separation of local and strategic traffic to a 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

certain degree. 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
           
 

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

    

 
 

 
    

   
      

   

    

   

  
     

  

  
   

   

 

 
 

 

   
   

   
     

  
    
    

    
  

   
  

 

 

   
 

 
  

   
    

    
  

 

 
 

 
 

  
   

    

  

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Red 
Route 

Description – A 4.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £83.201m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £113.404m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

There would be no long-term impact upon rail services. 

Transport 
Interchange 

As a long-term strategic road improvement to link from the A1 
Dublin Road (a key strategic route), to the A2 Warrenpoint Road 
(a trunk road leading to Warrenpoint Port) the provision of a relief 
road to the south of Newry would provide an obvious benefit to the 
transport interchanges, particularly with regards to the potential for 
removal of a significant proportion of port-related HGV movements 
from the city centre road network. 

A maximum gradient of 6% occurs for approximately 0.3km. 

A significant cut from the proposed Fathom Line Roundabout to 
approximate chainage 0+400m would potentially require rock 
blasting. 

Significant works would be required to upgrade Flagstaff Road as 
the proposed route would not provide adequate clearance.  This 
would involve raising Flagstaff Road considerably. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight -Moderate Beneficial 

Land-Use Planning 

Conforms to policies in the RDS, RTS and RSTNTP. Specifically, 
the route would help achieve the strategic aims of the RDS (2035) 
and conforms to its specific regional guidance; to deliver a 
balanced approach to transport infrastructure. The route would 
help maximise the potential of the RSTN, by removing bottlenecks 
on the key road network where lack of capacity is causing 
congestion and improving the environment by providing bypasses, 
relieving the effects of heavy through traffic. The scheme is part of 
the Strategic Road Improvement Programme, and is currently in 
DfI’s 10 year Forward Planning Schedule, as of April 2015. 
Extensive woodland loss. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Moderate Adverse - Moderate 
Beneficial 

Other Government 
Policies 

The scheme is supported by proposals contained within the 
Banbridge/Newry and Mourne Area Plan 2015 and the Newry City 
Masterplan, which in turn are largely in conformance with other 
Government Department Objectives for integrated transport. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Beneficial 

PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS 

Affordability 
(Excl. Optimism Bias) – £83.201m 

(Incl. 36.3% OB) – £113.404m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
            

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

 

  

    
 

 
   

  
  

   
 

    
   

    
   

  

 

   
  

 
    

     

 

  
  

 
   

     
   

  
    

   
   

    
   

 

    
 

 

   
    

     

     

 
  

    
  

 
 

  
   

  
   

     
    

  
 

  

  

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Yellow 
Route 

Description – A 5.30km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £77.241m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £105.279m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

ENVIRONMENT 

Air Quality 

Yellow Route is forecasted to have a beneficial local air quality effect 
by removing a proportion of traffic, (particularly HDVs) from the city 
centre, leading to less congestion and reduced pollution. Two 
existing AQMAs would be indirectly affected as a result of removal of 
some strategic traffic from the city. However, the change would likely 
not be significant enough to result in the AQMAs being revoked. In 
terms of sensitive vegetation, the Yellow Route would impact on 
some areas. 

NO2 and PM10 levels at each assessed receptor would be ‘Well 
Below’ the NAQS limit values and the significance of effect in all 
cases would be Negligible, irrespective of the absolute adverse or 
beneficial change concentrations. The route would however result in 
an increase in regional emissions. 

Number of properties within 200m of indicative alignment centreline: 

Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 
Centreline – 

50m 
50-100m 100-150m 150-200m Total 

15 10 14 9 48 

Cultural Heritage 

Yellow Route has the possibility of impacting upon a 1600’s battle 
site (ARM029:042), four tree ring sites in Fathom Lower 
(ARM029:020; ARM029:021; ARM029:022; ARM029:023), the 
former lines of the Industrial Heritage Record GNR Branch Line from 
Goraghwood to Warrenpoint (00478) and the Newry and Greenore 
Railway (00538), ancient woodland (WT896) and long-established 
woodland (WT895, WT943 & WT940), whilst also crossing the 
boundaries between the townland of Cloghogue with Fathom Upper. 

The crossing of the Newry River may also impact upon shipwrecks in 
the river and upon the setting of the Newry Ship Canal (especially 
Victoria Lock); the bridge carrying the Barracric Road over the 
Belfast-Dublin railway line; and Fathom House & its associated 
Belvedere Tower. 

12 low value assets would be at risk of direct physical impact, as detailed under 
qualitative impacts. 

Large Adverse 

Four assets of unknown value would be at risk of direct physical impact including 
areas of palaeoenvironmental potential and the possible site of the former Wellington 
Inn while the river crossing could impact upon at least three recorded shipwrecks. 

Yellow Route also has the potential to impact upon the setting of a range of heritage 
assets, including the Newry Ship Canal, the B+ listed Church of the Sacred Heart 
(and associated B1 listed gates and walling and its non-designated Parochial 
House), the high value B2 listed Belvedere Tower (Fathom Lower), the low value 
undated enclosure or ‘fort’ in Fathom Lower. and three low value areas of historic 
woodland at Narrow Water (WT904; WT905; WT906; WT907). 

Ecology & Nature 
Conservation 

Carlingford Shore SAC is approximately 0.5km south-east of the 
Yellow Route. A bridge approximately 285m long would traverse 
Carlingford Lough ASSI. Piers would be required through the 
estuarine sediments. Habitat connectivity between Fathom Upper 
ASSI and Fathom Lower Woods & Grasslands SLNCI would be 
fragmented. The Yellow Route would have major direct impacts on 
several SLNCIs (including significant adverse impacts upon ancient 
and long-established woodland). This route also traverses 
agricultural land with numerous hedgerows. As Priority Habitat and 
important wildlife corridors, hedgerow loss would be detrimental, 
causing habitat fragmentation for local wildlife. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Large Adverse 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
            

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

 

     
   

   
    

 
  

 

    
   

  
   

    
  

   

 
  

 

 

  
  

 

  
 

 

 
    

 
    

    
 

  
   

  
 

     
   

  
   

 

  
 

   
   

 

    
 

 

    
   

  
   

  

 

      
      

    
 

      
    

    
 

   

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Yellow 
Route 

Description – A 5.30km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £77.241m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £105.279m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

Landscape Effects 

Slight encroachment into Mourne AONB, though the route would 
have a significant impact on the Ring of Gullion AONB, resulting in 
significant loss of mature woodland vegetation in combination with 
major earthworks on the western valley side. However, the road 
would follow contours as much as possible. Would however require 
the removal of large areas of long-established woodland as well as 
sections of ancient woodland. 

The bridge crossing would potentially divide the river basin and 
indeed the overall river valley into two parts by creating a strong 
visual and physical barrier when viewed from the A2. River valley 
bridge location of the Yellow Route would take advantage of a natural 
narrowing of Newry River resulting in a shorter bridge. While it would 
still divide the valley into two parts, it could be integrated better into 
the overall valley environs. 

The limited number of receptors would minimise visual impacts over 
this section of the route. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Landscape 
Large Adverse to Very Large 
Adverse 

Visual 
Moderate Adverse to Large Adverse 

Land Use 

Would not encroach into the settlement development limit as 
designated in the Banbridge / Newry & Mourne Area Plan 2015. 
Would marginally encroach into Narrow Water Forest SLNCI, but 
cause no severance. Would encroach into and sever the most 
southerly (and by far the largest) of the three parcels associated with 
Fathom Lower Woods & Grasslands SLNCI, resulting in significant 
losses from this zoned area and a significant impact upon its nature 
conservation, setting and amenity value. All route options would 
traverse a similar length of agricultural land. Would not affect any 
designated Community areas or facilities, however it may affect 
publically accessible woodland at Fathom Forest. Would have by far 
the greatest impact on Forest Service woodlands and long­
established/ancient woodland. Would impact the greatest amount of 
non-Forest Service woodland. Would include a bascule bridge to 
negate any restriction on ship passage. 

Seven properties at risk of demolition (including five residential properties and two 
commercial properties). 

Slight Adverse - Large Adverse 
Seven residential properties and one community property at risk of private land loss, 
all being subject to minor impacts. 

Seven planning applications at risk of direct impacts. For those that are still extant, 
the impact would be minor. 

Noise & Vibration 

Would have the lowest number of receptors, both within 50m, (the 
zone where noise levels would be greatest), and within 300m. 

Would require a significant degree of earthworks (cutting and 
embankments) and bridge works, though as it is not located close to 
the more populous part of Newry, this would be preferred. 

When comparing the Do-Minimum in the Baseline Year (year of opening) with the 
Do-Something in the Future Year (15th Year) for the Yellow Route, 64 properties 
would experience a less than 10% increase in noise nuisance. 7 would experience a 
10-20% increase in noise nuisance. 

Under this scenario, it is predicted that the 68 dB LA10, 18hr value would be exceeded 
at 7 properties under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario. It is noted that 6 of these 
properties would exceed this value under the ‘Do-Minimum’ scenario due to the 
existing road network. 

Slight Adverse – Large Adverse 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
            

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

       

  

 

 

  
    

  

 

 

  

  

 
 

 
    

  
  

 

     

    
  

    
 

 

 
 

  

  
   

   

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

   
    

   

      

       

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

   

   

 
  

 

 
  

 

  

  

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Yellow 
Route 

Description – A 5.30km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £77.241m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £105.279m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

There are 17 properties which would be exposed to levels in excess of 55 dB Lnight, 

outside under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario in the future assessment year. 

Vehicle Travellers 

New and interesting views would be opened-up. 

Currently, driver stress levels through the affected road network of 
Newry are considered to be ‘High’, and would be expected to reduce 
on completion of the scheme. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Views : Moderate Beneficial 

Driver Stress: Moderate Beneficial 

Road Drainage & the 
Water Environment 

Would not directly affect any designated or known shellfishery beds 
but would be located in closest proximity to them at Narrow Water. It 
would also directly affect Carlingford Lough ASSI. Bridge crossing 
point and alignment would increase the potential for establishment of 
preferential pathways and sediment release. 

Would not be located within the Q100 river and surface water 

floodplain associated with the Newry River or the Q200 Sea Floodplain 
associated with the Newry Estuary. 

The feeder stream to Bensons Glen Fish Hatchery would be directly 
affected. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Adverse 

Geology & Soils 

Would potentially have a greater impact on soils as a result of its 
rural location and overall length. Would potentially have a lower 
potential impact on contaminated soils/groundwater. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse 

ECONOMY 
Transport Economic 
Efficiency 

Significantly reduced peak and off-peak journey times on the road 
network in the 2023 year of opening compared to existing routes by 
avoiding the congested urban road network within Newry City Centre. 

For the Opening Year: RTF 2015 Growth TEE (RTF 2015 Growth) 

Total Vehicle-Hours Saved (Two-Way): 174,000 Consumer PVB: £58.459m 

Average Journey Time Change 
(Mins/Veh): 

8.5 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from 
Carrickcarnan 
2.8 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Camlough 
5.7 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carnbane 
3.6 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Sheepbridge 
1.2 mins saved on strategic route 
Greenbank Rbt to / from 
Carrickcarnan 

Business PVB: £33.292m 

Private PVB: £0.430m 

ITR PVB: -£3.619m 

Emissions 
PVB: 

£0.594m 

Government 
Funding PVC: 

£55.021m 

Overall PVB £92.269m 

Overall PVC £55.573m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
            

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

 
 

  

  

 

   

       
 

    

 

 

   
   

    
  

 

  
 

   

  
 

   
 

 

 
   

  

  
   

  
     

  

        

 
 

     

 
 

   
   

    
 

  

  
    

    
    

    
 

     
     

 

 
 

 
   

   

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Yellow 
Route 

Description – A 5.30km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £77.241m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £105.279m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

-3.0 mins saved on strategic route 
City Centre to / from Carrickcarnan 

NPV £36.696m 

BCR 1.660 

Reliability 

Improved journey time reliability through the provision of a Newry 
Southern Relief Road to address acknowledged operational 
congestion through Newry City Centre. 

N/A – Qualitative Assessment Only 

SOCIAL 

Pedestrians, 
Cyclists & 
Equestrians 

Would potentially affect two alleged PROWs, (at Middlebank, and 
Hillhead Road), and cross the Ring of Gullion Waymarked Way. 

The proposed high off-road cycle and walking greenway to be 
developed along Middlebank would be indirectly impacted in terms of 
setting. 

Would impact on existing and proposed National Cycle Networks / 
Sustrans proposals. 

No known equestrian facilities would be directly affected. 

Would impact on the setting/amenity of the Ship Canal as an angling 
facility. 

Likely significant reduction in traffic on Kilmorey Street and overall 
reduction in rat-running. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 

Accidents 

Significant savings in the number of accidents and the number of 
serious and slight casualties due to the provision of a Newry 
Southern Relief Road to remove traffic from the heavily trafficked 
junctions on the urban road network within Newry City Centre, based 
on the application of national accident characteristics. 

Growth Accidents Deaths Serious Slight Accidents PVB (RTF 2015 Growth) 

RTF 2015 
Growth 

102.4 -0.6 8.1 115.4 £3.114m 

Community 
Severance 

Significant volumes of traffic would continue to be drawn into the city 
from all directions; however the relief of some of the traffic on the 
urban road network may improve access to community facilities, with 
a possible reduction in vehicular/pedestrian conflict due to the slight 
easing of congestion. 

The benefit of relieving some traffic and slight easing of congestion 
may also be experienced throughout the wider network of urban 
roads which have become heavily used routes by traffic wishing to 
avoid/bypass the congested areas. Not only may this lead to 
improved access to community facilities throughout the wider urban 
area, but also partially reduce the degree of community severance. It 
may also serve to encourage journeys into the city by those 
previously deterred by the high levels of traffic on the city roads. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Access to Public 
Transport 

Access to the local road network would be maintained for local 
Ulsterbus services linking the surrounding towns and villages. The 
Route would likely result in reduction in delays for public transport 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
 

       
            

        
         
  

    
    

    
    

       

 
 

    

 
 

 
  

      
   

  
   

    

  

    
   

   
   

  

 

 
 

 

   
   

 
    

     
    

     
 

   
  

 

  

   
 

 
  

   
    

   
  

 

 
 

 
 

  
   

    

  

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road - Yellow 
Route 

Description – A 5.30km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently 
passing through Newry converges in the centre of the city, 
resulting in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £77.241m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £105.279m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

services through separation of local and strategic traffic to a certain 
degree. 

There would be no long-term impact upon rail services. 

Transport 
Interchange 

As a long-term strategic road improvement to link from the A1 Dublin 
Road (a key strategic route), to the A2 Warrenpoint Road (a trunk 
road leading to Warrenpoint Port) the provision of a relief road to the 
south of Newry would provide an obvious benefit to the transport 
interchanges, particularly with regards to the potential for removal of 
a significant proportion of port-related HGV movements from the city 
centre road network. 

A maximum gradient of 6% occurs for approximately 0.4km. 

An extremely large cut from the proposed Fathom Line Roundabout 
would require rock blasting. 

Significant works would be required to upgrade Flagstaff Road as the 
proposed route would not provide adequate clearance.  This would 
involve raising Flagstaff Road considerably. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Land-Use Planning 

Conforms to policies in the RDS, RTS and RSTNTP. Specifically, the 
route would help achieve the strategic aims of the RDS (2035) and 
conforms to its specific regional guidance; to deliver a balanced 
approach to transport infrastructure. The route would help maximise 
the potential of the RSTN, by removing bottlenecks on the key road 
network where lack of capacity is causing congestion and improving 
the environment by providing bypasses, relieving the effects of heavy 
through traffic. The scheme is part of the Strategic Road 
Improvement Programme, and is currently in DfI’s 10 year Forward 
Planning Schedule, as of April 2015. Extensive woodland loss. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Moderate Adverse - Moderate 
Beneficial 

Other Government 
Policies 

The scheme is supported by proposals contained within the 
Banbridge/Newry and Mourne Area Plan 2015 and the Newry City 
Masterplan, which in turn are largely in conformance with other 
Government Department Objectives for integrated transport. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Beneficial 

PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS 

Affordability 
(Excl. Optimism Bias) – £77.241m 

(Incl. 36.3% OB) – £105.279m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 

  

   
     

  
 

   
  

  

      
   

    
  

   

 

   
  

 
    

     

 

  
  

  
  

  
    

 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 

    
  

      
 

   
  

 
    

    
    

    
  

 
 

    
   

  
    

 

   
  

     
   

    
   

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 1 

Description – A 3.20km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £40.269m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £54.887m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

ENVIRONMENT 

Air Quality 

Blue Route Option 1 is forecasted to have a beneficial local air 
quality effect by removing a proportion of traffic (particularly HDVs) 
from the city centre, leading to less congestion and reduced 
pollution. Two existing AQMAs would be indirectly affected as a 
result of removal of some strategic traffic from the city. However, 
the change would likely not be significant enough to result in the 
AQMAs being revoked. The route option would have minimal 
perceptible impact upon designated ecological sites. 

NO2 and PM10 levels at each assessed receptor would be ‘Well 
Below’ the NAQS limit values and the significance of effect in all 
cases would be Negligible, irrespective of the absolute adverse or 
beneficial change concentrations. The route option would also result 
in a decrease in regional emissions. 

Number of properties within 200m of indicative alignment centreline: 

Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 
Centreline – 

50m 
50-100m 100-150m 150-200m Total 

18 8 30 51 107 

Cultural Heritage 

Blue Route Option 1 has the possibility of impacting upon historic 
woodland, a ‘record-only’ Belvedere Tower (HB16/13/009) 
associated with Ashton House, the former lines of the Industrial 
Heritage Record GNR Branch Line from Goraghwood to 
Warrenpoint (00478) and the Newry and Greenore Railway (00538), 
and the boundary between the townlands of Cloghogue and Fathom 
Lower. 

It could also impact upon the settings of the scheduled Newry 
Canal; the bridge carrying the Barracric Road over the Belfast-
Dublin railway line; Fathom House & its associated Belvedere 
Tower, and the listed church at Cloghogue. 

Four low value assets would be at risk of direct physical impact as detailed under 
qualitative impacts. 

Large Adverse 

Three assets of unknown value would be at risk of direct physical impact including a 
possible area of complex field boundaries, areas of palaeoenvironmental potential, the 
possible site of a 19th Century building, Wellington Inn and previously unrecorded 
archaeological features and deposits within greenfield areas. 

Blue Route Option 1 also has the potential to impact upon the setting of a range of 
heritage assets, including the Newry Ship Canal; the B+ listed Church of the Sacred 
Heart (and associated B1 listed gates and walling and its non-designated Parochial 
House); the high value B1 listed Fathom House and its associated high value B2 listed 
Belvedere Tower; the low value Record-Only Ashton House (HB16/13/028); the 
Industrial Heritage Record railway bridge on the GNR Main Line (00062:102:00) which 
is also a Record-Only Historic Building (HB16/13/013); and ancient woodland in 
Fathom Lower (WT940, WT943). 

Ecology & 
Nature 
Conservation 

Blue Route Option 1 would not directly affect Carlingford Lough 
ASSI, though would cross the Newry River and canal requiring 
several bridge piers within the wider channel. The bridging point 
would also likely affect the scrub habitat, riparian corridor on the 
canal and intertidal river bank habitat causing fragmentation. 

The northern-most and central parcels of the Fathom Lower Woods 
& Grassland SLNCI complex would be directly affected. Blue Route 
Option 1 would have a major impact on the woodland habitat as it 
would traverse long-established woodland and adjoining 
undesignated woodland within the central section of Fathom Lower 
Woods & Grassland SLNCI (Benson’s Glen), leading to 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Large Adverse 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

  
 

  
  

  
 

 

 
 

     
    

  
     

 
   

  
   

   
 

  
 

  
 

       

  
   

 

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
    

   
   

   
 

  
 
  

     
   

  
   

  
  

   

 
   

   
   

    

    
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 1 

Description – A 3.20km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £40.269m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £54.887m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

irreplaceable loss of long-established woodland habitat. 
Additionally, this would fragment this SLNCI. Significant 
fragmentation would prevent movement of species across the 
landscape. This route also traverses agricultural land with 
numerous hedgerows. As Priority Habitat and important wildlife 
corridors, hedgerow loss would be detrimental, causing habitat 
fragmentation for local wildlife. 

Landscape 
Effects 

The river bridge location of Blue Route Option 1 within Greenbank 
Industrial Estate would likely become a gateway / landmark 
between the city and the river valley further south-east due to its 
required high clearing between the bridge and Newry River / Canal. 
Considering its location within the urban and light industrial 
southern fringe of Newry, the development would be able to 
integrate into its urban / light industrial context and would not 
detract considerably from the overall character in the area 

Whilst Blue Route Option 1 would have major landscape and visual 
effects due to significant sections of cut & fill, it has the highest 
potential to integrate into the environment as it is located in an area 
of transition between the sub-urban end of Newry and the rural and 
wooded parts of the river valley. Blue Route Option 1 would have 
the least amount of embankments facing east towards the Newry 
River valley when compared with Blue Route Options 2 and 3. 

Of all Blue Route options, it would result in the greatest amount of 
sensitive woodland loss and would traverse the LLPA NY114 Newry 
Canal / River. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Landscape 
Moderate Adverse to Large Adverse 

Visual 
Moderate Adverse to Large Adverse 

Land Use 

Would encroach into the settlement development limit as 
designated in the Banbridge / Newry & Mourne Area Plan 2015, 
notably affecting a major area of existing open space, effectively 
resulting in its loss and functionality from a community / recreational 
perspective (Gerry Brown Park). Would also split an existing area of 
economic development associated with Greenbank Industrial 
Estate, however would result in no loss of land from this zoned area 
(may also improve access). Would directly affect the Newry 
Canal/River LLPA (NY 114). Would marginally encroach into the 
most northerly of the three parcels associated with Fathom Lower 
Woods & Grasslands SLNCI and would also encroach into and 
sever the central parcel of this SLNCI (Benson’s Glen) (including 
the loss of long-established woodland). All route options would 
traverse a similar length of agricultural land. Does not include a 
bascule bridge over the canal at this stage, creating a potential 
restriction or obstacle to passage for tall ships. 

Eight properties at risk of demolition, including five residential properties, one 
community property and two commercial properties. 

Slight Adverse – Large Adverse 
Seven residential properties at risk of private land loss, with one being subject to 
moderate adverse impacts and the remainder subject to minor impacts. 

Six planning applications at risk of direct impacts. For those that are still extant, the 
impact would be minor. 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 

  
     

    

 
  

   

  
  

     
     

    
    

      
  

   
 

        
   

  

 
 

 

  
    

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

   
   

  
 

   

    
 

 

 
 

  

   
    

   
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
    

   
 

      

       

   
 

 
 

   

   

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 1 

Description – A 3.20km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £40.269m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £54.887m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

Noise & 
Vibration 

Would have the third highest number of receptors, both within 50m, 
(the zone where noise levels would be greatest), and within 300m. 
These are primarily highly sensitive residential receptors. 

In terms of road gradient, steepest gradient (6%), over the second 
longest distance. The longer the length of road at this gradient; the 
higher the potential there is for adverse noise impacts. 

Would require a significant degree of earthworks (cutting and 
embankments) and bridge works. 

When comparing the Do-Minimum in the Baseline Year (year of opening) with the Do-
Something in the Future Year (15th Year) for Blue Route Option 1, 59 properties would 
experience a less than 10% increase in noise nuisance. 8 would experience a 10-20% 
increase in noise nuisance and 5 would experience no change. 

Under this scenario, it is predicted that the 68 dB LA10, 18hr value would be exceeded at 
7 properties under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario. It is noted that 6 of these properties 
would exceed this value under the ‘Do-Minimum’ scenario due to the existing road 
network. 

There are 17 properties which would be exposed to levels in excess of 55 dB Lnight, outside 

under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario in the Future assessment year. 

Neutral – Large Adverse 

Vehicle 
Travellers 

New and interesting views would be opened-up. 

Currently, driver stress levels through the affected road network of 
Newry are considered to be ‘High’, and would be expected to 
reduce on completion of the scheme. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Views : Moderate Beneficial 

Driver Stress: Moderate Beneficial 

Road Drainage & 
the Water 
Environment 

Would not directly affect any designated or known shellfishery beds, 
nor would it directly affect Carlingford Lough ASSI. Bridge crossing 
point and alignment would minimise the potential for establishment 
of preferential pathways and sediment release. 

Would be located within the Q100 floodplain. 

The feeder stream to Bensons Glen Fish Hatchery would be directly 
affected. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse 

Geology & Soils 

Would potentially have less impact on soils as a result of its being 
partially within urban and disturbed soil types and shorter overall 
length. However, its partial location within the urban area would 
increase the potential to encounter contaminated soils/groundwater 
(particularly within Greenbank Industrial Estate). 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse 

ECONOMY 
Transport 
Economic 
Efficiency 

Significantly reduced peak and off-peak journey times on the road 
network in the 2023 year of opening compared to existing routes by 
avoiding the congested urban road network within Newry City 
Centre. 

For the Opening Year: RTF 2015 Growth TEE (RTF 2015 Growth) 

Total Vehicle-Hours Saved (Two-Way): 174,000 Consumer PVB: £53.943m 

Average Journey Time Change 
(Mins/Veh): 

7.1 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carrickcarnan 

Business PVB: £31.255m 

Private PVB: £0.264m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

   

   

 
  

 

  

  

  

  

 
   

       
     

 

 

  
    

        
    

  
 

  

  
  

   
 

 

 
   

  

  

   
  

    
  

        

      

 
 

   
   

   
  

 

  
    

    
   

    
  

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 1 

Description – A 3.20km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £40.269m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £54.887m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

1.4 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Camlough 
4.3 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carnbane 
2.2 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Sheepbridge 
5.3 mins saved on strategic route 
Greenbank Rbt to / from 
Carrickcarnan 
1.1 mins saved on strategic route City 
Centre to / from Carrickcarnan 

ITR PVB: -£1.069m 

Emissions PVB: £0.184m 

Government 
Funding PVC: 

£28.688m 

Overall PVB £89.098m 

Overall PVC £29.165m 

NPV £59.924m 

BCR 3.055 

Reliability 
Improved journey time reliability through the provision of a Newry 
Southern Relief Road to address acknowledged operational 
congestion through Newry City Centre. 

N/A – Qualitative Assessment Only 

SOCIAL 

Pedestrians, 
Cyclists & 
Equestrians 

Would potentially affect one alleged PROW (at Middlebank) and 
cross the Ring of Gullion Waymarked Way. The proposed high off-
road cycle and walking greenway to be developed along 
Middlebank would be indirectly impacted in terms of setting. 

Would impact on existing and proposed National Cycle Networks / 
Sustrans proposals. 

No known equestrian facilities would be directly affected. 

Would impact on the setting/amenity of the Ship Canal as an 
angling facility. 

Likely significant reduction in traffic on Kilmorey Street and overall 
reduction in rat-running. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 

Accidents 

Significant savings in the number of accidents and the number of 

serious and slight casualties due to the provision of a Newry 
Southern Relief Road to remove traffic from the heavily trafficked 
junctions on the urban road network within Newry City Centre, 
based on the application of national accident characteristics. 

Growth Accidents Deaths Serious Slight Accidents PVB (RTF 2015 Growth) 

RTF 2015 127.8 -0.1 12.7 147.0 £4.513m 

Community 
Severance 

Significant volumes of traffic would continue to be drawn into the 
city from all directions; however the relief of some of the traffic on 
the urban road network may improve access to community facilities, 
with a possible reduction in vehicular/pedestrian conflict due to the 
slight easing of congestion. 

The benefit of relieving some traffic and slight easing of congestion 
may also be experienced throughout the wider network of urban 
roads which have become heavily used routes by traffic wishing to 
avoid/bypass the congested areas. Not only may this lead to 
improved access to community facilities throughout the wider urban 
area but also partially reduce the degree of community severance. It 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

     
     

  
 

  
   

 
 

    

 

 
 

 
 

 
     

   
    

   

   

  

     
   

   
   

 

 
 

 
 

    
   

   
    

     
    

    
 

   
 

 

 
   

 
 

  

   
    

    
  

 

 
 

 
 

  
   

    

 

  

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 1 

Description – A 3.20km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £40.269m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £54.887m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

may also serve to encourage journeys into the city by those 
previously deterred by the high levels of traffic on the city roads. 

Access to Public 
Transport 

Access to the local road network would be maintained for local 
Ulsterbus services linking the surrounding towns and villages. The 
Route would likely result in reduction in delays for public transport 
services through separation of local and strategic traffic to a certain 
degree. 

There would be no long-term impact upon rail services. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Transport 
Interchange 

As a long-term strategic road improvement to link from the A1 
Dublin Road (a key strategic route), to the A2 Warrenpoint Road (a 
trunk road leading to Warrenpoint Port) the provision of a relief road 
to the south of Newry would provide an obvious benefit to the 
transport interchanges, particularly with regards to the potential for 
removal of a significant proportion of port-related HGV movements 
from the city centre road network. 

A maximum gradient of 6% occurs for approximately 1.4km. 

A significant cut along the Fathom Line connector could potentially 
require blasting.  Similarly, a significant cut, crossing Flagstaff Road 
may require blasting.  This cut would however provide sufficient 
clearance for an overbridge at Flagstaff Road. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Beneficial 

Land-Use 
Planning 

Conforms to policies in the RDS, RTS and RSTNTP. Specifically 
the route would help achieve the strategic aims of the RDS (2035) 
and conforms to its specific regional guidance; to deliver a balanced 
approach to transport infrastructure. The route would help maximise 
the potential of the RSTN, by removing bottlenecks on the key road 
network where lack of capacity is causing congestion and improving 
the environment by providing bypasses, relieving the effects of 
heavy through traffic. The scheme is part of the Strategic Road 
Improvement Programme, and is currently in DfI’s 10 year Forward 
Planning Schedule, as of April 2015. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse - Moderate Beneficial 

Other 
Government 
Policies 

The scheme is supported by proposals contained within the 
Banbridge/Newry and Mourne Area Plan 2015 and the Newry City 
Masterplan, which in turn are largely in conformance with other 
Government Department Objectives for integrated transport. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Beneficial 

PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS 

Affordability 
(Excl. Optimism Bias) – £40.269m 

(Incl. 36.3% OB) – £54.887m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 

  

   
     

  
 

   
    

 

      
   

    
  

   

 

   
  

 
    

     

 

   
   

   
   

     
    

 
 

   
 

   
 

 

   
  

       
 

   
 

 
    

    
     

   
  

 
 

    
   

  
    

 

  
  

   
  

  
  

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 2 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £53.177m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £72.481m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

ENVIRONMENT 

Air Quality 

Blue Route Option 2 is forecasted to have a beneficial local air 
quality effect by removing a proportion of traffic (particularly HDVs) 
from the city centre, leading to less congestion and reduced 
pollution. Two existing AQMAs would be indirectly affected as a 
result of removal of some strategic traffic from the city. However, 
the change would likely not be significant enough to result in the 
AQMAs being revoked. The route option would have no perceptible 
impact upon designated ecological sites. 

NO2 and PM10 levels at each assessed receptor would be ‘Well 
Below’ the NAQS limit values and the significance of effect in all 
cases would be Negligible, irrespective of the absolute adverse or 
beneficial change concentrations. The route option would also result 
in a decrease in regional emissions. 

Number of properties within 200m of indicative alignment centreline: 

Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 
Centreline – 

50m 
50-100m 100-150m 150-200m Total 

16 11 29 52 108 

Cultural Heritage 

Blue Route Option 2 has the possibility of impacting upon a record-
only Belvedere Tower (HB16/13/009) associated with Ashton 
House; the former lines of the Industrial Heritage Record GNR 
Branch Line from Goraghwood to Warrenpoint (00478) and the 
Newry and Greenore Railway (00538); and the boundary between 
the townlands of Cloghogue and Fathom Lower. 

It could also impact upon the settings of the scheduled Newry 
Canal; the bridge carrying the Barracric Road over the Belfast-
Dublin railway line; Fathom House and its associated Belvedere 
Tower; and the listed church at Cloghogue. 

Four low value assets would be at risk of direct physical impact, as detailed under 
qualitative impacts. 

Large Adverse 

Three assets of unknown value would be at risk of direct physical impact, including a 
possible area of complex field boundaries, areas of palaeoenvironmental potential, the 
possible site of a 19th Century building, Wellington Inn and previously unrecorded 
archaeological features and deposits within greenfield areas. 

Blue Route Option 2 also has the potential to impact upon the setting of a range of 
heritage assets, including the Newry Ship Canal; the B+ listed Church of the Sacred 
Heart (and associated B1 listed gates and walling and its non-designated Parochial 
House); the high value B1 listed Fathom House and its associated high value B2 listed 
Belvedere Tower; the low value Record-Only Ashton House (HB16/13/028); the 
Industrial Heritage Record railway bridge on the GNR Main Line (00062:102:00) which 
is also a Record-Only Historic Building (HB16/13/013) and ancient woodland in Fathom 
Lower (WT940, WT943). 

Ecology & 
Nature 
Conservation 

Blue Route Option 2 would not directly affect Carlingford Lough 
ASSI, though would cross the Newry River and canal requiring 
several bridge piers within the wider channel. The bridging point 
would also likely affect the scrub habitat, riparian corridor on the 
canal and intertidal river bank habitat causing fragmentation. 

Does not traverse Fathom Lower Woods & Grassland SLNCI, 
though passes in close proximity to it, affecting undesignated 
woodland fringe habitat, leaving the remaining woodland habitat 
more exposed to disturbance and lead to significant habitat 
fragmentation. This route also traverses agricultural land with 
numerous hedgerows. As Priority Habitat and important wildlife 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Adverse 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 
 

 
 

     
    

  
     

 
   

  
  

  

  
  

 
   

    
     

      

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
    

   
  

   
 

  
 

 
    

  
  

   

 
   

   

 
   

    
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 2 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £53.177m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £72.481m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

corridors, hedgerow loss would be detrimental, causing habitat 
fragmentation for local wildlife. 

Landscape 
Effects 

The river bridge location of Blue Route Option 2 within Greenbank 
Industrial Estate would likely become a gateway / landmark 
between the city and the river valley further south-east due to its 
required high clearing between the bridge and Newry River / Canal. 
Considering its location within the urban and light industrial 
southern fringe of Newry, the development would be able to 
integrate into its urban / light industrial context and would not 
detract considerably from the overall character in the area. Would 
traverse the LLPA NY114 Newry Canal / River. 

Whilst Blue Route Option 2 would have major landscape and visual 
effects due to significant sections of cut & fill, it has the potential to 
integrate into the environment as it is located in an area of transition 
between the sub-urban end of Newry and the rural and wooded 
parts of the river valley. Blue Route Option 2 would have extensive 
embankments facing east towards the Newry River valley when 
compared with Blue Route Options 1 and 3. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Landscape 
Moderate Adverse to Large Adverse 

Visual 
Moderate Adverse to Large Adverse 

Land Use 

Would encroach into the settlement development limit as 
designated in the Banbridge / Newry & Mourne Area Plan 2015, 
notably affecting a major area of existing open space effectively 
resulting in its loss and functionality from a community/recreational 
perspective (Gerry Brown Park). Would also split an existing area of 
economic development associated with Greenbank Industrial 
Estate, however would result in no loss of land from this zoned area 
(may also improve access). Would directly affect the Newry 
Canal/River LLPA (NY 114). Would avoid direct encroachment into 
Fathom Lower Woods & Grasslands SLNCI. All route options would 
traverse a similar length of agricultural land. Does not include a 
bascule bridge over the canal at this stage, creating a potential 
restriction or obstacle to passage for tall ships. 

Seven properties at risk of demolition, including five residential properties, one 
community property and one commercial property. 

Slight Adverse – Large Adverse 

Eight residential properties at risk of private land loss, with two being subject to 
moderate adverse impacts and the remainder subject to minor impacts. 

Six planning applications at risk of direct impacts. For those that are still extant, the 
impact would be minor. 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 

    
    

   

 
  

   

  
  

     
      

    
    

     
  

   
 

        
   

  

 
 

 

  
    

 

 

 

  

  

 
 

  
   

  
 

   

    
 

 

 
 

  

   
   

   
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
    

   
 

      

       

   
 

 
 

   

   

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 2 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £53.177m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £72.481m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

Noise & 
Vibration 

Would have a comparatively high number of receptors, both within 
50m, (the zone where noise levels would be greatest), and within 
300m. These are primarily highly sensitive residential receptors. 

In terms of road gradient, steepest gradient (6%), over the second 
longest distance. The longer the length of road at this gradient; the 
higher the potential there is for adverse noise impacts. 

Would require a significant degree of earthworks (cutting and 
embankments) and bridge works. 

When comparing the Do-Minimum in the Baseline Year (year of opening) with the Do-
Something in the Future Year (15th Year) for Blue Route Option 2, 62 properties would 
experience a less than 10% increase in noise nuisance. 6 would experience a 10-20% 
increase in noise nuisance and 4 would experience no change. 

Under this scenario, it is predicted that the 68 dB LA10, 18hr value would be exceeded at 
9 properties under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario. It is noted that 6 of these properties 
would exceed this value under the ‘Do-Minimum’ scenario due to the existing road 
network. 

There are 18 properties which would be exposed to levels in excess of 55 dB Lnight, outside 

under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario in the Future assessment year. 

Neutral – Large Adverse 

Vehicle 
Travellers 

New and interesting views would be opened-up. 

Currently, driver stress levels through the affected road network of 
Newry are considered to be ‘High’, and would be expected to 
reduce on completion of the scheme. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Views : Moderate Beneficial 

Driver Stress: Moderate Beneficial 

Road Drainage & 
the Water 
Environment 

Would not directly affect any designated or known shellfishery beds, 
nor would it directly affect Carlingford Lough ASSI. Bridge crossing 
point and alignment would minimise the potential for establishment 
of preferential pathways and sediment release. 

Would be located within the Q100 floodplain. 

The feeder stream to Bensons Glen Fish Hatchery would be directly 
affected. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse 

Geology & Soils 

Would potentially have less impact on soils as a result of its being 
partially within urban and disturbed soil types and shorter overall 
length. However, its partial location within the urban area would 
increase the potential to encounter contaminated soils/groundwater 
(particularly within Greenbank Industrial Estate). 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse 

ECONOMY 
Transport 
Economic 
Efficiency 

Significantly reduced peak and off-peak journey times on the road 
network in the 2023 year of opening compared to existing routes by 
avoiding the congested urban road network within Newry City 
Centre. 

For the Opening Year: RTF 2015 Growth TEE (RTF 2015 Growth) 

Total Vehicle-Hours Saved (Two-Way): 178,000 Consumer PVB: £55.528m 

Average Journey Time Change 
(Mins/Veh): 

7.2 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carrickcarnan 

Business PVB: £32.104m 

Private PVB: £0.300m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

   

   

 
  

 

  

  

  

  

 
   

    
    

 

 

  
    

        
   

  
 

  

  
  

   
 

 

 
   

  

   

   
  

    
  

        

      

 
 

   
    

   
  

 

  
    

    
   

    
  

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 2 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £53.177m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £72.481m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

1.6 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Camlough 
4.4 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carnbane 
2.3 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Sheepbridge 
5.4 mins saved on strategic route 
Greenbank Rbt to / from 
Carrickcarnan 
1.2 mins saved on strategic route City 
Centre to / from Carrickcarnan 

ITR PVB: -£1.539m 

Emissions PVB: £0.259m 

Government 
Funding PVC: 

£37.880m 

Overall PVB £91.270m 

Overall PVC £38.328m 

NPV £52.942m 

BCR 2.381 

Reliability 
Improved journey time reliability through the provision of a Newry 
Southern Relief Road to address acknowledged operational 
congestion through Newry City Centre. 

N/A – Qualitative Assessment Only 

SOCIAL 

Pedestrians, 
Cyclists & 
Equestrians 

Would potentially affect one alleged PROW (at Middlebank) and 
cross the Ring of Gullion Waymarked Way. The proposed high off-
road cycle and walking greenway to be developed along 
Middlebank would be indirectly impacted in terms of setting. 

Would impact on existing and proposed National Cycle Networks / 
Sustrans proposals. 

No known equestrian facilities would be directly affected. 

Would impact on the setting/amenity of the Ship Canal as an 
angling facility. 

Likely significant reduction in traffic on Kilmorey Street and overall 
reduction in rat-running. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 

Accidents 

Significant savings in the number of accidents and the number of 

serious and slight casualties due to the provision of a Newry 
Southern Relief Road to remove traffic from the heavily trafficked 
junctions on the urban road network within Newry City Centre, 
based on the application of national accident characteristics. 

Growth Accidents Deaths Serious Slight Accidents PVB (RTF 2015 Growth) 

RTF 2015 129.4 -0.1 13.0 149.1 £4.617m 

Community 
Severance 

Significant volumes of traffic would continue to be drawn into the 
city from all directions; however the relief of some of the traffic on 
the urban road network may improve access to community facilities, 
with a possible reduction in vehicular/pedestrian conflict due to the 
slight easing of congestion. 

The benefit of relieving some traffic and slight easing of congestion 
may also be experienced throughout the wider network of urban 
roads which have become heavily used routes by traffic wishing to 
avoid/bypass the congested areas. Not only may this lead to 
improved access to community facilities throughout the wider urban 
area but also partially reduce the degree of community severance. It 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

       
           
 

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

     
     

  
 

  
   

 
 

    

 

 
 

 
 

 
     

   
    

   

   

  

     
  

    
    

  
  

 

 
 

 
 

   
   

   
    

     
    

    
 

   
 

 

 
   

 
 

  

   
    

    
  

 

 
 

 
 

  
   

    

  

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 2 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane 
Section links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin 
Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £53.177m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £72.481m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

may also serve to encourage journeys into the city by those 
previously deterred by the high levels of traffic on the city roads. 

Access to Public 
Transport 

Access to the local road network would be maintained for local 
Ulsterbus services linking the surrounding towns and villages. The 
Route would likely result in reduction in delays for public transport 
services through separation of local and strategic traffic to a certain 
degree. 

There would be no long-term impact upon rail services. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Transport 
Interchange 

As a long-term strategic road improvement to link from the A1 
Dublin Road (a key strategic route), to the A2 Warrenpoint Road (a 
trunk road leading to Warrenpoint Port) the provision of a relief road 
to the south of Newry would provide an obvious benefit to the 
transport interchanges, particularly with regards to the potential for 
removal of a significant proportion of port-related HGV movements 
from the city centre road network. 

A maximum gradient of 6% occurs for approximately 1.6km. 

A significant cut along the Fathom Line connector could potentially 
require blasting. 

The route would result in a substantial embankment to the west of 
Fathom Line with slope lengths up to 70m. 

Flagstaff Road would require realignment in order to gain sufficient 
clearance for an overbridge. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Beneficial 

Land-Use 
Planning 

Conforms to policies in the RDS, RTS and RSTNTP. Specifically 
the route would help achieve the strategic aims of the RDS (2035) 
and conforms to its specific regional guidance; to deliver a balanced 
approach to transport infrastructure. The route would help maximise 
the potential of the RSTN, by removing bottlenecks on the key road 
network where lack of capacity is causing congestion and improving 
the environment by providing bypasses, relieving the effects of 
heavy through traffic. The scheme is part of the Strategic Road 
Improvement Programme, and is currently in DfI’s 10 year Forward 
Planning Schedule, as of April 2015. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse - Moderate Beneficial 

Other 
Government 
Policies 

The scheme is supported by proposals contained within the 
Banbridge/Newry and Mourne Area Plan 2015 and the Newry City 
Masterplan, which in turn are largely in conformance with other 
Government Department Objectives for integrated transport. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Beneficial 

PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS 

Affordability 
(Excl. Optimism Bias) – £53.177m 

(Incl. 36.3% OB) – £72.481m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

        
           

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 

  

    
  

   
   

   
    

  
 

      
  

   
    

 

 

   
  

 
    

     

 

    
   
   

     
   

   

   
  

  
  

    
 

 

   
  

      
 

   
   

 
    

    
    

    
  

 
 

   
   

   
    

 

  
    

   
 

    

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 3 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane Section 
links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £43.468m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £59.247m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

ENVIRONMENT 

Air Quality 

Blue Route Option 3 is forecasted to have a beneficial local air quality 
effect by removing a proportion of traffic, (particularly HDVs) from the 
city centre, leading to less congestion and reduced pollution. Two 
existing AQMAs would be indirectly affected as a result of removal of 
some strategic traffic from the city. However, the change would likely not 
be significant enough to result in the AQMAs being revoked. The route 
option would have no perceptible impact upon designated ecological 
sites. 

NO2 and PM10 levels at each assessed receptor would be ‘Well Below’ 
the NAQS limit values and the significance of effect in all cases would 
be Negligible, irrespective of the absolute adverse or beneficial change 
concentrations. The route option would also result in a decrease in 
regional emissions. 

Number of properties within 200m of indicative alignment centreline: 

Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 
Centreline – 

50m 
50-100m 100-150m 150-200m Total 

16 11 29 52 108 

Cultural Heritage 

Blue Route Option 3 has the possibility of impacting upon a record-only 
Belvedere Tower (HB16/13/009) associated with Ashton House; the 
former lines of the Industrial Heritage Record GNR Branch Line from 
Goraghwood to Warrenpoint (00478) and the Newry and Greenore 
Railway (00538); and the boundary between the townlands of 
Cloghogue and Fathom Lower. 

It could also impact upon the settings of the scheduled Newry Canal; the 
bridge carrying the Barracric Road over the Belfast-Dublin railway line; 
Fathom House and its associated Belvedere Tower; and the listed 
church at Cloghogue. 

Five low value assets would be at risk of direct physical impact, as detailed under 
qualitative impacts. 

Large Adverse 

Three assets of unknown value would be at risk of direct physical impact, including a 
possible area of complex field boundaries, areas of palaeoenvironmental potential, the 
possible site of a 19th Century building, Wellington Inn and previously unrecorded 
archaeological features and deposits within greenfield areas. 

Blue Route Option 3 also has the potential to impact upon the setting of a range of 
heritage assets, including the Newry Ship Canal; the B+ listed Church of the Sacred 
Heart (and associated B1 listed gates and walling and its non-designated Parochial 
House); the high value B1 listed Fathom House and its associated high value B2 listed 
Belvedere Tower; the low value Record-Only Ashton House (HB16/13/028); the 
Industrial Heritage Record railway bridge on the GNR Main Line (00062:102:00) which 
is also a Record-only Historic Building (HB16/13/013) and ancient woodland in Fathom 
Lower (WT940, WT943). 

Ecology & 
Nature 
Conservation 

Blue Route Option 3 would not directly affect Carlingford Lough ASSI, 
though would cross the Newry River and canal requiring several bridge 
piers within the wider channel. The bridging point would also likely affect 
the scrub habitat, riparian corridor on the canal and intertidal river bank 
habitat causing fragmentation. 

Does not traverse Fathom Lower Woods & Grassland SLNCI, though 
passes in close proximity to it, affecting undesignated woodland fringe 
habitat, leaving the remaining woodland habitat more exposed to 
disturbance and lead to significant habitat fragmentation. This route also 
traverses agricultural land with numerous hedgerows. As Priority Habitat 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Adverse 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

        
           

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 
  

 
 

     
    

   
 

   
    

   
  

 

  
 

 
   

  
   

 

 

  
 

  
 

 

  
       

   
 

   
    

  
     

 
   

   

 
   

   
 

   

    
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 3 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane Section 
links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £43.468m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £59.247m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

and important wildlife corridors, hedgerow loss would be detrimental, 
causing habitat fragmentation for local wildlife. 

Landscape 
Effects 

The river bridge location of Blue Route Option 3 within Greenbank 
Industrial Estate would likely become a gateway / landmark between the 
city and the river valley further south-east due to its required high 
clearing between the bridge and Newry River / Canal. Considering its 
location within the urban and light industrial southern fringe of Newry, 
the development would be able to integrate into its urban / light 
industrial context and would not detract considerably from the overall 
character in the area. Would traverse the LLPA NY114 Newry Canal / 
River. 

Whilst Blue Route Option 3 would have major landscape and visual 
effects due to significant sections of cut & fill, it has the greatest 
potential to integrate into the environment as it is located in an area of 
transition between the sub-urban end of Newry and the rural and 
wooded parts of the river valley. Blue Route Option 3 would have 
extensive embankments facing east towards the Newry River valley. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Landscape 
Moderate Adverse to Large Adverse 

Visual 
Moderate Adverse to Large Adverse 

Land Use 

Would encroach into the settlement development limit as designated in 
the Banbridge / Newry & Mourne Area Plan 2015, notably affecting a 
major area of existing open space effectively resulting in its loss and 
functionality from a community/recreational perspective (Gerry Brown 
Park). Would also split an existing area of economic development 
associated with Greenbank Industrial Estate, however would result in no 
loss of land from this zoned area (may also improve access). Would 
directly affect the Newry Canal/River LLPA (NY 114). Would avoid direct 
encroachment into Fathom Lower Woods & Grasslands SLNCI. All route 
options would traverse a similar length of agricultural land. Does not 
include a bascule bridge over the canal at this stage, creating a potential 
restriction or obstacle to passage for tall ships. 

Seven properties at risk of demolition, including five residential properties, one 
community property and one commercial property. 

Slight Adverse – Large Adverse 
Eight residential properties at risk of private land loss, with two being subject to 
moderate adverse impacts and the remainder subject to minor impacts. 

Six planning applications at risk of direct impacts. For those that are still extant, the 
impact would be minor. 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

        
           

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 

   
     

    

 
   

 

  
  

     
     

    
     

   

       
  

   
 

       

   

  

 
 

 

  
     

   

 

 

  

  

 
 

  
  

  
 

   

    
 

 

 
 

  

   
  

     
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

   
    

   

      

       

    

 
 

 
 

   

   

   

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 3 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane Section 
links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £43.468m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £59.247m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

Noise & 
Vibration 

Would have a comparatively high number of receptors, both within 50m, 
(the zone where noise levels would be greatest), and within 300m. 
These are primarily highly sensitive residential receptors. 

In terms of road gradient, steepest gradient (8%). The longer the length 
of road at this gradient; the higher the potential there is for adverse 
noise impacts. 

Would require a significant degree of earthworks (cutting and 
embankments) and bridge works. 

When comparing the Do-Minimum in the Baseline Year (year of opening) with the Do-
Something in the Future Year (15th Year) for Blue Route Option 3, 62 properties would 
experience a less than 10% increase in noise nuisance, 4 would experience a 10-20% 
increase in noise nuisance, 1 would experience a 20-30% increase in noise nuisance 
and 4 would experience no change. 

Under this scenario, it is predicted that the 68 dB LA10, 18hr value would be exceeded at 9 
properties under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario. It is noted that 6 of these properties 
would exceed this value under the ‘Do-Minimum’ scenario due to the existing road 
network. 

There are 19 properties which would be exposed to levels in excess of 55 dB Lnight, 

outside under the ‘Do-Something’ scenario in the Future assessment year. 

Neutral – Large Adverse 

Vehicle 
Travellers 

New and interesting views would be opened-up. 

Currently, driver stress levels through the affected road network of 
Newry are considered to be ‘High’, and would be expected to reduce on 
completion of the scheme. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 

Views : Moderate Beneficial 

Driver Stress: Moderate Beneficial 

Road Drainage & 
the Water 
Environment 

Would not directly affect any designated or known shellfishery beds, nor 
would it directly affect Carlingford Lough ASSI. Bridge crossing point 
and alignment would minimise the potential for establishment of 
preferential pathways and sediment release. 

Would be located within the Q100 floodplain. 

The feeder stream to Bensons Glen Fish Hatchery would be directly 
affected. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse 

Geology & Soils 

Would potentially have less impact on soils as a result of its being 
partially within urban and disturbed soil types and shorter overall length. 
However, its partial location within the urban area would increase the 
potential to encounter contaminated soils/groundwater (particularly 
within Greenbank Industrial Estate). 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse 

ECONOMY 
Transport 
Economic 
Efficiency 

Significantly reduced peak and off-peak journey times on the road 
network in the 2023 year of opening compared to existing routes by 
avoiding the congested urban road network within Newry City Centre. 

For the Opening Year: RTF 2015 Growth TEE (RTF 2015 Growth) 

Total Vehicle-Hours Saved (Two-Way): 178,000 Consumer PVB: £55.549m 

Average Journey Time Change (Mins/Veh): 

7.2 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carrickcarnan 
1.6 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Camlough 

Business PVB: £32.114m 

Private PVB: £0.300m 

ITR PVB: -£1.538m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

        
           

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   

 
  

 

  

  

  

  

 
   

 
     

    

 

 

  
     

        
 

  
 

  

  
 

   
 

 

 

 
   

  

  
    

  
      

 

        

      

 
 

   
    

 
 

  

  
     

   
   

     
 

 

 
 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 3 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane Section 
links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £43.468m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £59.247m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

4.4 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Carnbane 
2.3 mins saved on strategic route 
Warrenpoint to / from Sheepbridge 
5.4 mins saved on strategic route 
Greenbank Rbt to / from 
Carrickcarnan 
1.2 mins saved on strategic route 
City Centre to / from Carrickcarnan 

Emissions PVB: £0.259m 

Government 
Funding PVC: 

£30.966m 

Overall PVB £91.303m 

Overall PVC £31.413m 

NPV £59.889m 

BCR 2.906 

Reliability 
Improved journey time reliability through the provision of a Newry 
Southern Relief Road to address acknowledged operational congestion 
through Newry City Centre. 

N/A – Qualitative Assessment Only 

SOCIAL 

Pedestrians, 
Cyclists & 
Equestrians 

Would potentially affect one alleged PROW (at Middlebank) and cross 
the Ring of Gullion Waymarked Way. The proposed high off-road cycle 
and walking greenway to be developed along Middlebank would be 
indirectly impacted in terms of setting. 

Would impact on existing and proposed National Cycle Networks / 
Sustrans proposals. 

No known equestrian facilities would be directly affected. 

Would impact on the setting/amenity of the Ship Canal as an angling 
facility. 

Likely significant reduction in traffic on Kilmorey Street and overall 
reduction in rat-running. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse – Slight Beneficial 

Accidents 

Significant savings in the number of accidents and the number of 
serious and slight casualties due to the provision of a Newry Southern 
Relief Road to remove traffic from the heavily trafficked junctions on the 
urban road network within Newry City Centre, based on the application 
of national accident characteristics. 

Growth Accidents Deaths Serious Slight Accidents PVB (RTF 2015 Growth) 

RTF 2015 129.4 -0.1 13.0 149.1 £4.618m 

Community 
Severance 

Significant volumes of traffic would continue to be drawn into the city 
from all directions; however the relief of some of the traffic on the urban 
road network may improve access to community facilities, with a 
possible reduction in vehicular/pedestrian conflict due to the slight 
easing of congestion. 

The benefit of relieving some traffic and slight easing of congestion may 
also be experienced throughout the wider network of urban roads which 
have become heavily used routes by traffic wishing to avoid/bypass the 
congested areas. Not only may this lead to improved access to 

community facilities throughout the wider urban area but also partially 
reduce the degree of community severance. It may also serve to 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

        
           

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

   
  

 
 

  
   

 
 

    

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

      
 

    
  

  

 
    

    

     
  

    
    

  
  

 

 
 

 
 

    
   

 
    

     
 

  
 

   
  

 

 
   

 
 

  

   
    

    
  

 

 
 

 
 

     

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 3 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane Section 
links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £43.468m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £59.247m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

encourage journeys into the city by those previously deterred by the 
high levels of traffic on the city roads. 

Access to Public 
Transport 

Access to the local road network would be maintained for local 
Ulsterbus services linking the surrounding towns and villages. The 
Route would likely result in reduction in delays for public transport 
services through separation of local and strategic traffic to a certain 
degree. 

There would be no long-term impact upon rail services. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Transport 
Interchange 

As a long-term strategic road improvement to link from the A1 Dublin 
Road (a key strategic route), to the A2 Warrenpoint Road (a trunk road 
leading to Warrenpoint Port) the provision of a relief road to the south of 
Newry would provide an obvious benefit to the transport interchanges, 
particularly with regards to the potential for removal of a significant 
proportion of port-related HGV movements from the city centre road 
network. 

A maximum gradient of 8% occurs for approximately 0.4km.  This could 
potentially discourage HGV drivers from using the route due to higher 
costs and performance issues associated with the steeper gradient. 

A significant cut along the Fathom Line connector could potentially 
require blasting. 

The route would result in a substantial embankment to the west of 
Fathom Line with slope lengths up to 60m. 

Flagstaff Road would require realignment in order to gain sufficient 
clearance for an overbridge. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Beneficial 

Land-Use 
Planning 

Conforms to policies in the RDS, RTS and RSTNTP. Specifically the 
route would help achieve the strategic aims of the RDS (2035) and 
conforms to its specific regional guidance; to deliver a balanced 
approach to transport infrastructure. The route would help maximise the 
potential of the RSTN, by removing bottlenecks on the key road network 
where lack of capacity is causing congestion and improving the 
environment by providing bypasses, relieving the effects of heavy 
through traffic. The scheme is part of the Strategic Road Improvement 
Programme, and is currently in DfI’s 10 year Forward Planning 
Schedule, as of April 2015. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Slight Adverse - Moderate Beneficial 

Other 
Government 
Policies 

The scheme is supported by proposals contained within the 
Banbridge/Newry and Mourne Area Plan 2015 and the Newry City 
Masterplan, which in turn are largely in conformance with other 
Government Department Objectives for integrated transport. 

N/A 

(Qualitative Assessment Only) 
Moderate Beneficial 

PUBLIC 
ACCOUNTS 

Affordability (Excl. Optimism Bias) – £43.468m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 



   
 

   
  

 
 

   
      

 
 
 

  

      
   

        
           

         
         

 

    
    

    
    

       

    

 

Newry Southern Relief Road Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads 

Project number: 60472927 

Newry Southern Relief Road – Blue 
Route Option 3 

Description – A 3.00km S2/Wide Single Carriageway Climbing Lane Section 
links the A2 Warrenpoint Road to the A1/N1 Belfast Dublin Corridor. 

Main Constraints – The majority of traffic currently passing 
through Newry converges in the centre of the city, resulting 
in considerable congestion. 

Total Scheme Cost (Excl. 
Optimism Bias) – £43.468m 
Total Scheme Cost (Incl. 
Optimism Bias) – £59.247m 

Objective Sub-Objective Qualitative Impacts Quantitative Assessment Assessment 

(Incl. 36.3% OB) – £59.247m 

Prepared for: Department for Infrastructure (DfI) Roads AECOM 






